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Our Vision: We strive to be a county of safe, vibrant communities that place value on good
stewardship of local resources.

Our Mission: Aitkin County's mission is to provide outstanding service in a fiscally responsible
manner through innovation and collaboration with respect for all.
Our Core Values: Collaboration, Innovation, Integrity, People-Focused Professionalism

Ddete,d: l/21/2022: This policy is currently under review for
additional content and fomatting updates,

Delet€d: click here to submit ideas for changes,
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ARTICLE I INTRODUCTION

Section A. Purpose

It is the purpose ofthis Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual to provide a uniform,
comprehensive and effective system of personnel administration in Aitkin County and to establish
procedures which will serve as a guide to administrative action concerning personnel activities and
transactions.

It is t}le further purpose of this Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual to ensure:

(a) A spirit of confidence and cooperation between the Board and its employees.

(bJ That all appointments and promotions to positions in the County service shall be
made on the basis ofjob-related qualifications.

(c) That position classification and compensation plans shall be adopted which will
conform to the principle of like compensation for like work.

(d) That the citizens ofAitkin County can be assured that their best interests are being
served by the employment of the most qualified personnel available.

(eJ Fairtreatmentofapplicantsandemployeesinallaspectsofpersonneladministration
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, citizenship, sex, marital
status, familial status, pregnancy, disability, public assistance status, age, sexual
orientation including gender expression and identity, political affiliation, veteran
status, genetic information, local human rights commission activity, or other
protected-class status, and with proper regard for the privacy and constitutional
rights of applicants and employees.

Section B. Adoption

Subd. (1) This Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual was approved by the County
Board of Commissioners at a regular board meeting on December 18, 2018, with revisions
to be effective on fanuary 1, 2019, and on subsequent dates as revised. Any changes in the
content ofthe Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual must be approved by the Board of
County Commissioners.

Subd. (2) Upon approval by the County Board, this Personnel Policies and Procedures
Manual shall supersede all existing policies or rules that in any way conflict with these
Personnel Policies and Procedures. The 2015 Non-union Compensation Guidelines shall
become null and void and are also superseded by this policy update.
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Subd. (3) To the extent that federal or state statutes or regulations change, this Personnel
Policies and Procedures Manual shall be construed as consistent with those changes.

Section C, Administration Of The Manual

Subd. (1) Copies ofthis Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual shall be made available
to all employees, appointing authorities, and interested union representatives. Copies of
this Manual shall be on file in the Human Resources Department, and shall be available for
public review upon request.

Subd. (2J The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners, through the County Administrator
shall administerthis Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.

Subd. (3) The CountyAdministrator or designee shall provide the necessary forms and
reports for all personnel changes in the County under this Personnel policies and
Procedures Manual.

Subd. (a) This Manual may be amended whenever such an amendment is deemed
necessary. Changesto the manual maybe initiated by:

(a) The County Board

(b) The County Administrator

(cJ A Department Head

Subd. (5) All proposed changes shall be referred to the County Administrator or designee
who shall make a recommendation to the County Board within a reasonable amount of time.
Upon receipt ofthe County Administrator or designee's recommendation, the County Board
may approve or rejectthe changes. The initiator of the change will be informed in writing
ofthe status ofthe proposed change and anticipated time frame for a County Board
response.

Section D. Savings Clause

In the event any provision ofthis Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual shall be held to be
contrary to law by a court ofcompetentjurisdiction, from whose final judgment or decree no
appeal has been taken within the time provided, or is contrary to an administrative ruling or is in
violation of legislation or administrative regulations, such provision shall be null and void. All other
provisions shall continue in full force and effect.
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Section E. Departmental Rules

Subd. (1) In accordance with this Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual, each
Department Head may establish a set of rules. Such rules shall be established for the
purpose of handling personnel matters particular to the department concerned and shall be
governed by this Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.

Subd. (2) The Department Head is responsible to ensure that departmental rules remain in
compliance with County policies and procedures, including but not limited to this Personnel
Policies and Procedures Manual.

Subd. (3) Insofar as departmental personnel administration rules do not conflict wittr this
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual, they may be approved by the Department Head
with the advice and consent of the County Administrator. Departmental rules which conflict
with this Manual, but are necessary for the efficient and effective operations of t}re
Department, may be presented to the County Board for consideration. The County Board
must approve rules which conflict with this Manual prior to their implementation.

Section F. Collective BargainingAgreements

Subd. (1) Employees who are subject to collective bargaining agreements as negotiated in
accordance with the Public Employment Labor Relations Act, Minnesota Chapter 179A shall
be exempt fiom those provisions of this Manual which are inconsistent with t}re provisions
of such collective bargaining agreements.

Subd. (2J Aitkin County collective bargaining agreements recognized by the Minnesota
Bureau of Mediation Services include:

(a) Teamsters General Local Union No.346 (SupervisoryUnit)

(b) Teamsters General Local Union No. 346 (Licensed Essential Unit)

(c) Teamsters General Local Union No.346 (Non-Licensed Essential UnitJ

(d) American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CI0, Local Union
No. 667 (Courthouse UnitJ

(eJ American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Local Union
No. 1283 (Health & Human Services Unit)

(D International Union of Operating Engineers , Local #49

Section G. OtherAgreements:

Employees who are subject to an individual agreement with the County Board shall be exempt from
those provisions ofthis Manual which are inconsistent with the provisions of such an agreement.
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Section H. Management Rights

The County Board retains the full and unrestricted right to operate and manage all personnel,
facilities, and equipment; to establish functions and programs; to set and amend budgets; to
determine the utilization oftechnology; to establish work scheduleg and to perform any inherent
managerial function not specifically limited to by current collective bargaining agreements, tlis
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual, County Board resolutions, and state and federal
statutes.
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ARTICLE II DEFINITION OF TERMS

The following words and phrases in the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual shall have the
meaning as indicated.

Anniversary Date - The first day of work with the County shall be the employee's date of hire and
shall become the employee's anniversary date. This date is used for the determination of eligibility
for benefits and some benefit levels. An employee's anniversary date will remain the same, unless
he or she has an unpaid leave ofabsence from work of 31 calendar days or more. Ifan employee has
such a leave of absence, his or her anniversary date will be adjusted forward by the number of days
leave beyond 30 calendar days. The new date will become the employee's "adiusted" anniversary
date. The employee's date of hire will remain t}re same, regardless of any time away from work. A
leave of absence of 30 calendar days or less will not affect the employee's anniversary date. An
employee's anniversary date may also be adjusted when he or she is promoted, demoted, or
transferred to a new lob classification within the County. Employees who terminate, and are
rehired at a later date, will start their employment over witJr a new hire date and anniversary date.

Arbitration - The process ofsubmitting a dispute or an unresolved grievance to an impartial third
party for a binding decision.

At-Will Employee - The employer is free to terminate an employee for any reason or for no reason
at all, as long as it is not an unlawful reason. The employee is also free to terminate employment at
any time.

Background Check - Verification ofinformation provided on application, resume, or during an
interview and a review of criminal records. The individual must sign a release of information form.

Bargaining Unit - A group of employees with a clear and identifiable community of interests who
are represented by a labor union in collective bargaining and other dealings with management. The
bargaining unit is defined and set forth in the Certification of Exclusive Representative issued by
the Minnesota Bureau ofMediation Services.

Class - 0ne or more positions sufficiently similar with respect to duties and responsibilities; that
the descriptive title may be used with clarity to designate each position allocated to the class; that
the same general performance qualifications are applicable or that the same level of compensation
can be applied.

Classification - The act ofgrouping positions into classes with regard to duties, educational
requirements, and responsibilities,

Compensatory Time Off - Paid time offgiven to reimburse an employee for extra time or effort
expended in lieu ofovertime pay.
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Confidential Data on Individuals - Data made not public by statute or federal law applicable to the
data and are inaccessible to the individual subject ofthose data.

Confidential Employee - An employee who as part of the employee's job duties: (1.) is required to
access and use labor relations information; or (2) actively participates in the meeting and
negotiating on behalfofthe public employer.

County Board - The elected Aitkin County Board ofCommissioners.

Department Head - A director ofa County department as designated by the Board of
Commissioners or elected to a County office by the public. Department Heads are considered
exempt from the requirements ofthe Fair Labor Standards Act and are excluded from the
Minnesota Veterans Preference Act in discipline, discharge or job elimination. Denartment Heads
are defined as follows:

Appointed:

County Administrator
County Assessor
County Engineer
Environmental Services Director
Health and Human Services Director
Human Resources Director
IT Manager
Land Commissioner

Elected:

County Attorney
County Auditor
County Recorder
County Sheriff
County Treasurer

Elected fficials are excluded from
provisions of this Personnel Policies and
Procedures Manual, such as Employee
Benefi*, exceptfor insurance, and other
provisions as noted within as well as any
section pre-empted by their duties and
privileges in accordance with Minnesota
Statutes.

Employee - A person holding a paid position within the County

Employer - County of Aitkin.

Essential Employee - Firefighters, peace officers subject to licensure under Minnesota Statutes
Sections SQ68L 95626.863, 911 system and police and fire department public safety dispatchers,
guards at correctional facilities, confidential employees, supervisory employees, assistant County
attorneys, assistant city attorneys, principals, and assistant principals.

Exempt Employee - All bona fide professional, administrative, and executive employees who do
not receive overtime and are exempt from the requirements ofthe Fair Labor Standards Act.
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Exit Interview - A structured interview conducted at the time of separation from employment.

Flex Schedule - A scheduling plan that permits employees to provide input regarding their work
hours while meeting the needs of the County and with Department Head approval.

Full-time - Employees scheduled to workthe normal workweek of the organization.

fob Description - See Position Description.

f ob Evaluation - A systematic way of determining the value of a job in relation to other jobs in the
organization for the purpose ofestablishing a rational pay structure. The position description is the
basis for a job evaluation. The result consists of assigning jobs to salary grades.

Layoff-Dismissalorsuspensionofanemployeeduetolackofworkorbudgetingconstraints. The
layoffthey can be temporary or permanent.

Long-Term Disability Insurance - An insurance policy with benefits that begin for covered
employees on the 91* day ofa qualiffing disability and are payable for iniury sickness or
pregnancy up to the employee's normal retirement age, as defined by Social Security. (Teamsters
and L49 members have separate disability insurance included with their union Health Fund plan;
refer to the union's plan documents for disability insurance information.)

Minimum Qualifications - The minimum requirements and experience necessary to perform
and/or obtain a given job.

Near Miss - A potentially serious situation or series of events that could have resulted in injury.

Non-exempt - Employees who are subject to minimum wage and overtime requirements under the
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA).

Organizational Chart - A diagram showing the relationships between various positions within the
organization.

Orientation - Introduction given to new employees regarding the organization's strategic vision,
environment, policies and procedures.

Overtime - Hours worked in excess ofa regular work day or a work day under a flexible schedule.

Part-time - Employees scheduled to work less than a full-time work schedule.

Performance Management - An ongoing process ofcommunication between a supervisor and an
employee that occurs throughout the year, in support of accomplishing the strategic objectives of
the organization.

Personnel Committee - Comprised of two Commissioners appointed by the Board, County
Administrator, and Human Resources Director. The purpose of the Personnel Committee is to
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ensure Board oversight of administrative personnel activities. The Personnel Committee is not a
decision-making body and may only make recommendations to the County Board or County
Administrator. The Personnel Committee has wide latitude to request information and reports
related to personnel from Administration and Human Resources.

Position Description - A written summary of information and tasks necessary to perform a job
which includes, but is not limited to, a iob summary, essential functions, minimum qualifications,
knowledge, skills and abilities required, physical activity requirements, FLSA status, and other
relevant job information.

Private Data - Data which is made by statute or federal law applicable to the data: (a) not publlre
and (bJ accessible to the individual subject ofthat data.

Probationary Period - A period oftime during which a new employee is required to demonstrate a

satisfactory capability ofperforming t}le duties ofthe position.

Professional - Occupations that require specialized knowledge acquired through college training,
other related training, or through work experience.

Public Data - Data which is accessible to the public in accordance with the provisions of Minnesota
Sratutes S13.03.

Regular Full-time Employee - A full-time employee who has successfully completed the
probationary period.

Regular Part-time Employee - An employee who works less than the standard work hours and
was hired for service duration in excess ofone year, and who has successfully completed the
probationary period.

Resignation - The voluntary termination of employment by an employee.

Salary - Fixed compensation paid bi-weekly

Seasonal Employee - A temporary employee hired to cover increased workloads due to peak
business demands. Seasonal employees are not eligible for benefits and the position duration is
generally not for more t}lan 67 working days in any calendar year;.or not for more than 100
working days in any calendar year if the employee is under the age of 22 and is a full-time student
enrolled in a nonprofit or public educational institution prior to being hired by the employer, and
have indicated, either in an application for employment or by being enrolled at an educational
institution for the next academic year or term, an intention to continue as a student during or after
their temporary employment with the County.

Short-Term Disability Insurance - A voluntary insurance policy with benefits that begin on the
15s day of a qualifting disability and are payable for accident or sickness up to 1.1 weeks or until
LTD begins, whichever is earlier. [Teamsters and L49 members have separate disability insurance
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included with their union Health Fund plan; refer to the union's plan documents for disability
insurance information.)

Supervisor - An employee delegated responsibility for the day to day administration ofa work unit.

Suspension - A forced leave of absence with or without pay for disciplinary purposes or pending
investigation ofspecific charges made against an employee.

Temporary Employee - An employee hired for a pre-established period of time which may not
exceed twelve months. Temporary employees work standard work hours but are not seasonal.
Temporary employees are not eligible for benefits.

Termination - a voluntary resignation, involunary discharge, or discontinuation of employment
with the County

Transfer - A lateral movement from one job to another of the same grade level. A transfer can
include moving from one department to another department.

Veteran - Applicants and employees who are entitled to veteran's preference as defined by
Minnesota Chapter 196.
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ARTICLE III EMPLOYMENT

Section A, Equal Employment Opportunity Policy Statement

Purpose: To affirm Aitkin County's policy of providing Equal Opportunity to all employees and
applicants for employment in accordance with all applicable Equal Employment
0pportunity/Affirmative Action laws, directives and regulations of Federal, State and Local
governing bodies or agencies thereof, specifically Minnesota Statutes 5363.

Aitkin County will not discriminate against or harass any employee or applicant for employment
because of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, citizenship, sex, marital status, familial status,
pregnancy, disability, public assistance status, age, sexual orientation including gender expression
and identity, political affiliation, veteran status, genetic information, local human rights commission
activity, or other protected-class status.

Aitkin County will take Affirmative Action to ensure that all employment practices are free of such
discrimination. Such employment practices included, but are not limited to, the following: hiring,
promotion, demotion, transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising, selection, layoff,
disciplinary action, termination and rates of pay or other forms of compensation.

Aitkin County will use its best effort to afford minority and female business enterprises with the
maximum practicable opportunity to participate in the performance of subcontracts for
construction projects that this County engages in.

Aitkin County fully supports incorporation of non-discrimination and Affirmative Action rules and
regulations into contracts.

Any employee of this County, who does not comply with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Policies and Procedures as set forth in this statement, will be subject to disciplinary action. Any
subcontractor not complying with all applicable Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative
Action laws, directives and regulations ofthe Federal, State and Local governing bodies or agencies
thereof, specifically Minnesota Statutes 5361 will be subject to appropriate legal sanctions.

Ifany employee or applicant for employment believes he/she has been discriminated against,
he/she should contact the County Administrator or the Human Resources Department. Aitkin
County Courthouse, 307 Znd Street NW, Room 312, Aitkin, MN 56431. or (218) 927-7306.

Chairperson - Aitkin County Board of Commissioners Date
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Section B, Recruitment Procedures

Purpose: To ensure consistent procedures are utilized to recruit the best possible candidate in the
most efficient way possible for each position.

Subd. (1J Roles and Responsibilities

(a) The Human Resources Director or designee has the primary responsibility for
coordinating recruitment, screening, interviewing and facilitating hiring
recommendations of new employees. The Human Resource Director or designee will
be the primary point of contact for all applicants until a conditional job offer has been
made.

(bJ The Department Head or supervisory designee is responsible for making the final
recommendation on all job offers.

(c) The County Administrator must approve the recommendation for previously
budgeted positions. The Administrator may also approve recommendations for
temporary unbudgeted positions, up to 67 days per calendar year in duration.

(d) The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners must approve the recommendation for
newly created or unbudgeted positions (with the exception ofunbudgeted temporary
positions as noted in (c) above).

Subd. (2) All Permanent County Job Openings will be Posted

(a) All permanent job openings will be posted internally on the intranet and on the
bulletin board outside ofthe Human Resources office and advertised externally
simultaneously, unless the County is precluded from doing so by a collective
bargaining agreement. Each notice will include the posting date, job title, departnrent,
position description, pay range, and closing date or open until filled notation. Qualified
County employees who apply will be given consideration. Temporary and seasonal job
openings may be posted, filled by word of mouth advertising, or with returning staff
members as deemed most suitable for the position.

(b) All bargaining unitjob openings will be posted according to applicable collective
bargaining agreements.

(c) All employees (probationary and non-probationary) are eligible to apply for internal
vacancies or transfers, unless an applicable collective bargaining agreement provides
otherwise.

(dJ If applicable, employees must be Merit System eligible. All HHS Department posirions
are hired from Merit System registers, except the HHS Director position which is
exempted from merit personnel system coverage (5 CFR 900.602). Minnesota Merit
System's online application center and hiring practices shall apply where applicable.
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Section C, Hiring Practices

Purpose: To fill newly created or vacant County positions.

Subd. (1) County Application

Application forms and position descriptions are available in tle Human Resources Department.
completed application forms are to be submitted electronically to the Human Resources
Department by the published deadline. Late applications will not be considered.

Subd. (2) Designation ofData (913.43. Subd. 3)

Except for applicants to undercover law enforcement officer positions, the following
personnel data on current and former applicants for employment by the County is public
data:

(a) Names of applicants when determined to be eligible for appointment to a vacancy or
when applicants are considered by the appointing authority to be finalists for a
position. For purposes ofthis section, "finalisd' means an individual who is selected to
be interviewed by the appointing authority prior to selection.

(b) Veteran status.

[c) Relevanttestscores

(dJ Rank on eligible list.

(e) fob history.

(fJ Education and training.

(g) Work availability.

(h) Personnel examinations and answer keys are nonpublic data, except pursuant to valid
court order.

Subd. (3) Applications For and the Filling ofVacancies

The following procedure will be followed:
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(aJ Aitkin County will afford employment to the applicant possessing the best
qualifications that fit the requirements ofthe job regardless of race, color, creed,
religion, national origin, citizenship, sex, marital status, familial status, pregnancy,
disability, public assistance status, age, sexual orientation including gender expression
and identity, political affiliation, veteran status, genetic information (including family
medical historyJ.local human rights commission activity, or other protected-class
status.

(b) fob requirements will be posted and included on the position description.

(c) A high school diploma or equivalent is generally required as consideration for
employment.

(d) Any testing requirements will be conducted by the Human Resources Director or
designee or by the Minnesota Merit System and will only be used for testing skills
specifically required for the job.

(e) Where applicable, Minnesota Merit System's online application center and hiring
practices will be used.

(FJ All applications will be required to be completed on the Aitkin County official
application forms or Minnesota Merit System forms when applicable. Resumes cannot
be substituted for the application forms.

(g) When an opening exists or is contemplated for a bargaining unit position, applicable
provisions from a collective bargaining agreement shall be followed.

(h) Job applications are to be submitted for a designated position and must be received
before the published deadline, ifapplicable.

Subd. (a) Advertisement for External Applicants:

Sources for recruiting employees from outside are listed below:

(a) Advertising will be placed on the County's website, AMC website, Aitkin County Job
0pportunities Facebook page, and sent to the Grand Rapids WorkForce Center, Aitkin
WorkForce Center. Brainerd WorkForce Center, and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe.
The advertisement of select County positions may also appear in the designated
County newspaper or other publications as recommended by the Department Head,
Human Resources Director, County Administrator and/or County Board.

(b) Job applications from the general public for employment will only be accepted in the
event that there are position vacancies.

Subd. (51 Position Description
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(a) If the Depaftment Head or County Administrator determines that the position
description needs to be reviewed and updated, the Human Resources Director or
designee will assist the Department Head to make revisions.

(b) The County Administrator or designee may approve revisions to the position
description provided the classification ofthe position will not increase due to the
updates.

(c) The County Board must approve revisions to the position description if the revisions
will result in an increase in classification.

(d) The minimum qualifications shall be established prior to any external advertising.

Subd. [6] Screening Process

(a) All applications will be reviewed and screened by the Human Resources Director or
designee for minimum qualifications. All candidates listed on the Minnesota Merit
System Register are deemed to meet minimum qualifications.

(b) The hiring Department Head or designee may review qualified applications for further
screening, ifdesired. The hiring Department Head or designee may requestto view all
applications received for the position, regardless of qualifications.

(C) the Uepartment Head will choose the candidates for interview or will delegate this
responsibility to a supervisor in the department and/or to the HR Director. .

&llApplicants who have previously been interviewed and declined for a position within
the past 1.2 months of the interview date (deemed not the right match for the role or
organization), who have been backgrounded and received negative references, who
do not return calls or emails for screening or interviews, or who have no showed for
interviews may be unselected or not chosen as a finalist for interview ifdeemed
appropriate by the department head and HR Director.

Subd. [7) Interview

(a) The Human Resources Director or designee is responsible for coordination of
interviews. Best practices for interviews will be followed, as determined by legal
counsel, the County Administrator, and Human Resources Director.
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(b) The interview teams for all positions will typically be comprised of a combination of
the supervisor[sJ, department head, and HR Director or designee. The panel should
include at least one employee ofthe county who has attended training on employment
law and best practices related to interviews. Upon request ofthe County
Administrator, County Board representative(s) or external subject matter experts
may be asked to participate in the interview portion of the hiring process if the
opening is for a Department Head position.

(cJ Any candidate not receiving an interview will be notified in writing or via email. If a
candidate is interviewed, but not selected for the position, the Human Resources
Director or designee shall noti0/ the candidate. The Human Resources Director or
designee shall be responsible for notification to the candidates.

Subd. (BJ Conditional fob Offer

(a) The Human Resources Director or designee and the Department Head or designee will
review and evaluate the experience and qualifications ofthe applicants for a position
and may assign experience credit deemed reasonable. This will be the starting salary
proposed to the County Administrator for approval ofthe applicant.

(b) Once a candidate is selected for the position, a conditional iob offer will be made by
the Human Resources Director or designee.

Subd. (9) Reference and Background Checks

(aJ Employment references will be checked on all candidates conditionally offered
employment with Aitkin County.

(b) Criminal background checks will be done by the HR Director or designee, through a
firm specializing in background investigation and pre-employment screening services,
by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and/or by the Aitkin County Sheriffs Office
on the candidate conditionally offered employment with Aitkin County and in
accordance with the law.

Subd. (10) Pre-Employment Physical

(a) Candidates in selected job classes who have received a conditional offer of
employment will be required to pass a Health Screening/Pre-Employment physical.

(b) The Health Screening/Pre-Employment Physical shall be conducted by a local medical
facility or correctional jail nurse, at no cost to the applicant.

(c) The Human Resources Director or County Administrator may approve an alternate
pre-employment physical site when deemed necessary.

Subd. (11) Hiring OfRelatives
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(aJ The employment of relatives in the same area of an organization may cause conflicts.
In addition to claims of partiality in treatment at worh personal conflicts from outside
the work environment may be carried into day-to-day working relationships.

(b) RelativesofpersonscurrentlyemployedbyAitkinCountymaybehiredonlyifthey
will not be working directly for or supervising a relative within the organization. This
policy applies to any person, higher or lower in the organization, who has the
authority to review employment decisions. Aitkin County employees cannot be
transferred into such a reporting relationship.

(c) Forthepurposesofthissection,arelativeincludes:child,step-child,parent,step-
parent, sibling, step-sibling, grandparen! grandchild, the employee's fianc6, spouse,
spouse's parent, spouse's step-parent, spouse's sibling spouse's step-sibling and any
other person whom the employee has been declared legal guardian.

Subd. (12) Employee Relationships outside ofthe workplace

Aitkin County desires to avoid misunderstandings, actual or potential conflicts of interest,
complaints of favoritism, possible claims of sexual harassment and the employee morale
and dissension problems that can potentially result from intimate relationships involving
managerial and supervisory employees in the County or certain other employees in the
County.

Accordingly, Department Heads and Supervisors are discouraged from fraternizing or
becoming romantically involved with any subordinate employee in the department.

All employees should also remember that the County maintains a strict policy against
unlawful harassment of any kind, including sexual harassment. The County will vigorously
enforce this policy consistent with all applicable federal, state, and local laws.

Section D. Orientation

Purpose: To clarify a new employee's role in the organization as a whole and to explain applicable
personnel policies and procedures and/or provisions ofthe applicable collective bargaining
agreement. The Human Resources Director or designee, the Payroll Technician or designee, and the
individual's immediate Supervisor share the responsibility for orientation.

Subd. (1) The orientation of a new employee is the final step in the hiring process. The
County has an orientation program for all new employees, including:

r Payroll, E-time, and Benefits Orientation (HR/Payroll)

General 0rientation, Policies, and Training (HR/Payroll)

Position, Department, Performance Management, and Social Orientation (lmmediate
Supervisor or Department Head)
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Section E. ProbationaryPeriod

Purpose: To provide a time frame for the employee's supervisor to observe the employee's fitness
for continued employment with t}le County. The probationary period shall be utilized by
supervisors to closely observe the employee to determine whether the employee will be able to
meet the organization's core values, the Department demands, and become a contributing member
to the County's workforce or whether it is necessary to remove the employee whose performance
does not meet the values and performance standards.

Subd. (1) All County employees will serve and successfully complete a probationary period.

Subd. (21 All newly hired or promoted non-union employees will be on a probationary
period for six (6J calendar months unless specified otherwise by statute. Employment may
be terminated for any reason during this period unless specified otherwise by statute. Upon
request ofthe Department Head, the County Administrator or designee may extend the
probationary period by up to 6 months. Under no circumstances may a probationary period
exceed 12 months. The employee will be notified in writing and informed of performance
deficiencies and offered assistance to improve performance.

Subd. (3J Ifthe employee takes a leave ofabsence while on probation, the probationary
period shall be extended by a period oftime equal to the total number ofcalendar days on
leave.

Subd. (4) Union employees will follow the probationary periods as they are defined in the
applicable collective bargaining agreement.

Subd. (5) Probationary employees are eligible to apply for other positions for which they
are qualified.

Section F. Access To Personnel Files

Purpose: Aitkin County maintains a personnel file on each employee. Personnel files are the
property ofAitkin County. Aitkin County allows access to personnel files in accordance with
applicable law.

Personnel and payroll files are kept in the Human Resources Department.

Access

Employees are permitted reasonable access to their personnel files, including medical,
workers' compensation, and immigration files, by appointment during regular business
hours. A request for access by an employee must be submitted in writing to the Human
Resources Director or designee.

Copies
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Employees may receive a copy of any information in their personnel file at the expense of
the County.

Additions and Corrections

Employees are permitted to propose the addition of material and changes to any
information in their personnel files. A proposal to add information or change information is
subjecttoreviewbytheimmediatesupervisorandtheHumanResourcesDirector. Ifthere
is a dispute between the supervisor and the employee concerning any added or corrected
information, a meeting will be set up with the employee, supervisor and Human Resources
Director to resolve the disagreemenL

Access by Other Employees And Supervisors

(a) Personnel records and medical, workers' compensations, and immigration files of
employees may be accessed by other employees and supervisors on a need-to-know
basis in the course of performing their job functions and in accordance with applicable
laws.

(b) ln other situations, personnel records and other data on employees may only be
accessed pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act Minn. Stat. 513.01
et seq.

Access by Former Employees

Former employees may have reasonable access to their personnel records in accordance
with applicable laws.

Documents Contained in the Personnel File

Employees shall be notified ofany entry to their personnel file concerning performance
evaluations or discipline. Payroll records, such as Forms I-9, W-2, and timesheets, shall be
maintained in payroll files in the HR Department. Employee medical information will be
kept in a separate medical file. Workers' compensation information will be kept in a
separate workers' compensation fi le.

Section G, Hours Of Work

Purpose: To define the schedule ofwork hours for Aitkin County employees as determined by
operational needs and demands ofAitkin County. Hours ofwork generally include all ofthe time an
employee is on duty at the employer's establishment or at a prescribed work place, as well as all
other time during which the employee is suffered or permitted to work for the employer.
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The normal worlnrreek of the organization is Monday through Friday, B:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
however, it is expected that all staffwill provide service necessary to carry out the functions
oft}teir position which includes weekends and evenings as required. Department Heads are
authorized to establish schedules to meet the business needs oftheir department.

Flexible Schedules

(a) Flexible hours for staff may be arranged with the Department Head or designee
provided the normal scheduled hours worked fall between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

(b) A flexible schedule is an agreed upon schedule that meets the business needs ofthe
Department and meets with the approval of the employee which is outside of the
normal business day, The expectation under a flexible schedule is that employees are
accountable to begin and conclude work for the day at the agreed upon, scheduled
time.

(c) Flexible schedules may not include scheduled work days longer than 10 hours and
should generally not incur overtime pay.
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Meal Periods

The employee must be completely relieved from duty for the purpose of eating regular meals. The
employee is not relieved if he or she is required to perform any duties, whether active or inactive,
while eating. If the employee is not completely relieved from duty, the meal period must be counted
as hours worked. For example, an employee who is required to remain at his/her desk while eating
lunch and regularly answers the telephone and refers callers is working. This time must be counted
and paid as compensable hours worked because the employee has not been completely relieved
from duty.

Lectures, Meetings and Training Programs

Attendance at lectures, meetings, training programs and similar activities are not counted as
working time if four criteria are me! namely: it is outside normal hours, it is voluntary, not job
related, and no other work is concurrently performed.

Travel Time
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The principles which apply in determining whether time spent in travel is compensable time
depends upon the kind oftravel involved. The County will observe all FLSA standards related to
traveltimeandcompensation. Compensationfortraveltimeistypicallyatthediscretionofthe
Department Head.

Rest Break

Employees scheduled to work four (4) or more continuous hours shall be allowed a pElic! fifteen-
minute break within each four (4) hour period at times designated by their supervisor.

Break Time for Nursing Mothers

In accordance with MN Statute 181.939 and in recognition ofthe well documented health
advantages ofbreastfeeding for infants and mothers, nursing mothers shall be provided reasonable
break time to breastfeed or express milk using their normal breaks and meal times. For time that
may be needed beyond the usual break times, employees may use personal leave or make up the
time as negotiated with their supervisor. A lactation space, other than a restroom, that is private
and sanitary includes an electrical outlet and has a lock will be provided and identified by
Department Head for breastfeeding employees.

(a) Expressed milk may be stored in County refrigerators as long as the milk is properly
stored and labeled.

(b) Employees may contact a Public Health Nurse to review equipment and other
resources available for Aitkin County breastfeeding employee use. Interested
employees are expected to arrange for this during their personal time.

(c) Employees who wish to express milk during the work period shall keep their
supervisors, depaftment heads and HR Department advised ofany necessary requests
to ensure that appropriate accommodations can be made to satisry the needs of both
the employee and the County.

Compensatory Time

Employees are not eligible for accrual of compensatory time, unless otlerwise provided by a
collective bargaining agreement.

Section H. FLSA Safe Harbor For Exempt Employees

Department Heads or Supervisors may require exempt employees to work a schedule, to
record daily attendance, and to record and track hours for billing or other business related
purposes that are directly related to the exempt employees'job duties. Department Heads
and supervisors will familiarize themselves with FLSA rules and regulations to ensure no
exempt employee's FLSA protections are infringed upon.

The County will observe all FLSA rules and regulations as they apply to exempt employees.
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Section L Performance Management

Purpose: To provide communication between the employee and the immediate supervisor relating
to job performance, work standards, the employee's performance strengths, and developmental
needs.

Once the performance appraisal process is completed, the evaluation will be sent to the
Human Resources Department and placed in the employee's personnel file.

Probationary Employees

(a) Performance evaluations will be conducted on all probationary employees during and
prior to completion ofthe probationary period, typically a performance discussion at
3 months and a formal evaluation at 6 months.

(b) The Department head or immediate supervisor is responsible for the evaluation.

[c) The performance evaluation will be completed using the Aitkin County Performance
Evaluation form.

Employees

The Department head or immediate supervisor will conduct the performance evaluation for
supervisors and non-management employees on an annual basis.

Department Heads

The County Administrator will conduct the performance evaluation for appointed
Department heads on an annual basis.

County Administrator

The County Board will conduct the performance evaluation for the County Administrator on
an annual basis.

Section f. DisciplinaryAction

Purpose: To establish standard disciplinary procedures for employees who violate rules,
regulations, or perform unsatisfactorily.

Page24 of83



The progressive disciplinary system will be used as defined by Aitkin County's Disciplinary
Action policy. The severity ofthe infraction will dictate the level ofthe first action taken,
which may include, but not be limited to, verbal reprimand, written reprimand, demotion,
suspension or termination.

Disciplinary Measures

Differenttypesofdisciplinarymeasuresmaybeuseddependingontheoffense. Disciplinary
measures include:

(a) Personal Discussions - This measure is to be used when a problem arises that can be
handled in an informal manner through discussions between the employee and the
immediate supervisor.

(b) Verbal Warning - This measure will be used when personal discussions have not
resolved the matter. A statement by the immediate supervisor that the warning was
given shall be placed in the employee's personnel file.

[c) Written Warning - This measure involves a written statement to the employee
referencing previous warnings and/or discussions regarding the problem, what the
employee must do to resolve the problem to the supervisor's satisfaction, and
indication of the consequences for not resolving the problem. The employee and
supervisor shall sign written reprimands. If an employee refuses to sign a written
reprimand, a notation of such shall be made on the reprimand. A copy of all written
reprimands shall be placed in the employee's personnel file and retained therein.

(d) Suspension - An employee may be suspended with or without pay for a period of up to
thirty (30) calendar days and may be extended for cause as determined by the
employer. A suspension may be used when previous disciplinary measures have been
used and were then unsuccessfrrl in resolving the problenl or when a problem or
situation arises that may warrant an immediate suspension due to the seriousness of
the offence.

(eJ Termination - This disciplinary measure may be used when attempts at resolving the
problem have failed or the seriousness of the offense warrants termination. The
termination notice with the reasons for termination will be stated in writing to the
employee. Probationary employees are not entitled to grieve termination of
employment.

(f) Authority to conduct discipline up to and including termination is delegated as
follows:

County Board All disciplinary action up to and
including termination of all personnel
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County Administrator All disciplinary action up to and
including termina$on of all personnel
below department head level and all
disciplinary action up to termination of
department head level positions.
County Board approval is required for
termination of department heads.

Department Head All disciplinary action up to written
reprimand ofpersonnel under the
department head's authority, or as
otherwise directed by the County
AdlllitliStriltor. (For example. on occasion the
department head and/or HR Director may be
reouested bv the Administratorto administer a
suspension or termination noti@ ifthe Administrator
ls unavailable or out of Lhe omce. lt orovldes nlost
timely notification to the employee and union.)

Supervisor Personal discussion, verbal warning
and counseling statements of
personnel under the supervisor's
authority

Page 26 of 83



General Guidelines

(a) As a general rule, at the first notice of a complain! the immediate supervisor shall
handle the problem or concern informally and orally. Ifthe problem is not corrected
within a reasonable period of time, a written reprimand shall be issued. Disciplinary
documents shall be filed in the employee's personnel file located in the Human
Resources Department. The employee shall receive, by hand delivery, a copy of any
disciplinary document. Ifthe problem is still not corrected, more severe forms of
disciplinary action shall be used, up to and including termination. In some situations,
more severe initial disciplinary measures may be used including termination.

(b) All disciplinary actions will be in conformity with the applicable collective bargaining
agreement and applicable laws, including, but not limited to PELRA and Veteran's
Preference laws.

Section K. Termination Of Employment

Purpose: To make the separation of employment with Aitkin County as amicable as possible for
both the employee and the County.

If a Department Head elects to terminate employmen! at least a l-montl notice shall be
given to Aitkin County. All other employees who elect to terminate employment shall give at
least a 2-week notice. Resignation effective dates shall typically represent the last day
actually worked.

An employee may be temporarily suspended or immediately terminated by the appropriate
authority . The employee shall be notified of the action and the reason in writing at the time
of the suspension or termination. If the employee feels that he or she has been wrongfully
suspended or terminated or that the period of suspension was unwarranted, the employee
shall have the right to appeal under the grievance procedure, provided that objection is
made in writing within ten (10) calendar days of written notice of the suspension or
termination.

Involuntary Separations: Employees who are involuntarily separated, including layoffand
discharge, shall be paid in full according to Minnesota Statute 5181.13.

Voluntary Separations: Employees who are voluntarily separated from employment shall
be paid in full no later than the next regular payday.

General Procedures

(c) Accrued benefits and/or severance pay may be granted in accordance with applicable
collective bargaining agreements and pursuant to law.
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(dJ Employees will receive their final pay check in the same manner as previously
received.

(eJ It is the responsibility of the separating employee's immediate supervisor to assure
that the employee returns all County property, access badge, ID badge, keys and/or
equipment, prior to the employee's receipt of the final paycheck. All expenses and
credit cards should also be balanced and returned prior to the employee's receipt of
the final paycheck.

Iob Abandonment: Aitkin County expects employees to report for work on time for every scheduled
shift. An employee who is unable to report to work at the designated time is required to notify his or
her supervisor as soon as practicable but no later than the employee's scheduled start time in
accordance with the sick leave policy. Employees who fail to report to work for three consecutive
business days without notirying their supervisor, department head, or HR of the absence will be
considered as having voluntarily resigned as a result ofjob abandonment.

lfthe employee is unable to make contact for any absence, he or she should aska representative (such
as a family member or friend) to do so on the employee's behalf. lf the employee or a representative
is unable to contact the employer due to extreme circumstances (such as a medical emergency or
natural disaster that prohibits the employee or his or her representative from contacting the
employer within three days), the employee or his or her representative must contact the employer
as soon as practicable to explain the situation. ln extreme circumstances, the employer will consider
the explanation and its timing before determining ifthe voluntary resignation will be upheld.

Section L, Grievance Procedure

Purpose: To provide a method for the prompt and equitable resolution of disputes relating to the
administration ofthe Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.

Union Contract Provisions

The grievance procedures found in applicable collective bargaining agreements shall be followed.

Grievance Procedure for Employees Not Covered by a Collective Bargaining Agreement

It is the policy of the County to adjust all grievances promptly and fairly. To expedite resolution,
two or more Steps may be combined by the parties, through mutual agreement, in writing.
Grievances related to terminations shall start at Step 3.
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(a) Step 1: An employee claiming a violation concerning the interpretation or application
ofthese Personnel Policies and Procedures shall, within ten (10) calendar days after
the employee, through the use ofreasonable diligence, should have had knowledge of
the occurrence that gave rise to the grievance, present such grievance in writing to the
employee's Department Head. A response to the grievance shall be issued within ten
(10) calendar days following a meeting with the Department Head or designee. Any
grievance not appealed in writing to Step 2 by the employee within ten [10) calendar
days shall be considered waived.

(b) Step 2: If appealed, the written grievance shall be presented by the employee and
discussed with the Human Resources Director within ten (10) calendar days. A
response to the grievance shall be issued within ten (10) calendar days following a
meeting with the HR Director. Any grievance not appealed in writing to Step 3 by the
employee within ten (10J calendar days shall be considered waived.

(c) Step 3: Ifappealed, the written grievance shall be presented by the employee and
discussed with the County Administrator within ten (10) calendar days. A response to
the grievance shall be issued within ten (L0) calendar days following a meeting with
the County Administrator. The decision of the County Administrator shall be final.

Section M, Exit Interviews

Purpose: To provide a separating County employee the oppornrnity to express an opinion with
regard to employment issues with Aitkin County.

Employees separating from County employment have the opportunity for an exit interview
with the Human Resources Director or designee. The Exit Interview Form is available on
the intranet or may be sent to the employee. The form may be completed by the employee
or interviewer, and will be retained on file in the Human Resources Department, separate
from the employee's personnel file. Employee participation in exit interviews is optional.

The separating employee may contact the Human Resources Department and Payroll with
any questions related to separation, including but not limited to final pay, vacauon pay, and
COBRA benefits.

Exit Interview information will be compiled and reviewed by the Human Resources Director
to determine trends or corrective action that may be necessary. When necessary, this
information will be shared with the County Board, County Administrator, and/or
Department Head.
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ARTICLE IV WAGES AND SALARIES

Section A.
Agreement

Elected and Appointed Officials; Employees Not Already Set By

Purpose: To establish and administer a compensation system for Aitkin County elected officials,
appointed officials, and other county employees who are not already covered by a collective
bargaining agreement. This policy shall provide:

(a) Compliance with Minnesota Statutes relative to setting compensation levels for
elected officials and is specifically intended to ensure compensation levels are
formally established and publicly announced well in advance ofthe opening offilings
for elected offices.

(b) A defined process for establishing compensation levels for employees who are not
already covered by a collective bargaining agreement.

Elected Officials

[a) The salaries ofAitkin County Attorney (S3BB.1BJ, Counry Auditor (9384.151), County
Recorder ($386.015), County Sheriff (9387.20), and County Treasurer (S385.373),
shall each be set by resolution ofthe County Board in December ofeach year, prior to
the year in which the salary is to be paid.

(b) A payroll holdback shall be used for all elected officials in accordance with the Pay
Procedure Policy, Article IV, Section F.

Appointed Positions

The salaries for appointed positions, including County Assessor (SZZ3.06L Subd. 6), County
Highway Engineer ($L63.07. Subd. 2J, Veterans Service Officer (S!9Z!O Subd. 3), and Land
Commissioner (SZB2.I3) shall be payable in accordance with Article IV, Section A, Subd. (3).

Other Employees

The salaries for appointed and other employees not already covered by a collective bargaining
agreement shall be adjusted according to the following procedures:

(a) The supervisor is responsible for completing the employee's annual performance
evaluation each year in accordance with the Performance Management Guidelines.
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(b) The employee shall receive a wage or salary adjustment based upon the County Board
adopted compensation schedule referred to in Appendix A. In no event shall an
employee's wage or salary be adjusted to exceed the maximum ofthe appropriate
salary range.

(c) An employee's salary may not exceed the range maximum. If an employee's salary
currently exceeds the maximum of their pay scale, their salary will be frozen until the
pay scale catches up.

(d) Pay days for all employees shall be bi-weekly on a Friday.

(e) At the end of each year, all non-union employees shall remain at their rate of pay until
a new wage scale, Appendix A, is adopted by the Board. Employees who terminate
employment prior to the date ofCounty Board approval ofthe annual non-union wage
scale shall not be eligible for retroactive wage adiustments.

(fJ Promotion Pay: A FLSA non-exempt employee who is promoted to a higher paid
classification would be placed within range or on the step that results in at least a
$0.25 per hour increase. A FLSA exempt employee who is promoted to a higher paid
classification would be placed within the hisher pay range resulting in at least a
$520.00/year increase (pro-rated if promotion occurs mid-year).

(g) Any special benefits or conditions of employment negotiated with an individual
employee prior to this policy adoption shall be in addition to the rights and benefits
covered by these guidelines.

Section B. f ob Reclassifi cation. Promotion Pay.and Demotlsn

!.Ep.lgJeeq=wbql4qy.e.t=q=?p=o=qr=t=r.q!.p.f.e.btg!qrgrq4e=ctreU.tqqelyeat=r=rl!I]=1u4 itqteeqg==o!5%.qt
$1.00 per hour fwhichever is greater]. not to exceed the maximum, or be less than the minimum
rate. and will be placed into the range ofthe new pay grade.

An employee who is demoted to a lower paid classification will be placed into the lower
classification at the same percentile of the scale. Thereafter, the ernployee will receive within range
movement as provided for by policy. (For example: a Grade 6 employee who is paid 250lo higher
than the Grade 6 minimum will move to the Grade 5 classification and be paid 250lo higher than the
Grade 5 minimum.]

Section C. Overtime Pay

Purpose: To follow the Fair Labor Standards Act for non-exempt employees as it relates to hours
worked in excess ofthe regular work day or an approved flexible schedule, or an amount set forth
in an applicable collective bargaining agreement.

General Procedures
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[a] Employees will flex their schedules to the greatest extent possible to avoid incurring
overtime.

(bJ No employee shall be allowed to accrue compensatory time offunless otherwise
provided by a collective bargaining agreement.

[c) All overtime hours worked shall be authorized in advance by the Department Head or
designee, unless a departmental rule states otherwise. All records of overtime hours
worked must be maintained and reported on the employee's timesheet.

(d) Upon approval ofthe Department Head, FLSA non-exempt employees are eligible for
overtime compensation at the rate of one and one-half (1-1/2) times their regular
base wage for hours worked in excess ofa normal work day or an approved flexible
schedule day. Within the constraints of FLSA, this poliry shall not be construed to limit
the ability of the Department Head to request or require that employees flex their
schedule in a given week, or employees to request flex time in recognition of hours
worked in excess ofa normal work day.

(e) Overtime hours that are approved by the Department Head or designee and submitted
on a timesheet may be paid without Board approval.

(f) When an employee is required to travel in connection with a temporary assignment,
payment of overtime during this period is to be determined by the immediate
supervisor on the basis ofthe circumstances involved and in accordance with
applicable law.

(gJ Supervisors will not permit employees to work offthe clock without recording the
time as hours worked.

Exempt employees are those who are exempt from the overtime and minimum wage
requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). Exempt employees are not eligible
for overtime compensation or accrual of compensatory time.

Section D. Payroll Deductions

Purpose: To make deductions from an employee's wage in accordance with applicable laws and,
where required, the employee's consent,

General Deductions

Deductions will be made from employees' wages in the following order:

(a) Federal and State income taxes

(b) FICA or Medicare (Social SecurityJ
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(c) Public Employees RetirementAssociation [eligible employeesJ

(d) Union Dues in accordance with applicable collective bargaining agreement and PELM

Employees shall be required to complete all applicable forms necessary for deductions as
may be required by law.

No deduction from an employee's wages for any period shall cause the employee's wages
for any such period to be less than the wage required to be paid by the County pursuant to
applicable law. i.e. garnishment exemptions, etc.

Employees are to be notified of all deductions. Ifthe employee objects to a deductio& such
as a garnishment or child support order, the dispute will be referred to the legal counsel.

Deductions Requiring Written Consent

Employees must consent in writing to the following deductions:

(a) Payment ofgroup health, dental, life, long-term disability, short-term disability, long-
term care insurance, and any other voluntary benefits elected

(b) Contributions to a retirement plan

(c) Contributions to deferred compensation plans

(d) Contributions to a flexible spending account

(e) Contributions to a health savings account (HSA)

Section E, Pay Procedure

Purpose: To define the County-wide guidelines, policies and procedures governing payroll and to
ensure relevance, accuracy, and consistency ofpayroll procedures across all departments.

General Procedures

(a) The payroll period shall be biweekly. Aitkin County employees shall be paid biweekly
on Friday for work performed during the previous pay period. All pay periods are
regular rycle pay periods with the exception to the end ofthe year pay period. There
are 26 pay periods in one year.

[b) Funds will be distributed from the Treasurer's Office following the completion of
payroll processing.

(c) Aitkin County implements a two-week holdback on wages/salaries.

Automatic Payroll Deposit
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This policy is effective for all departments.

(d) Those employees who began employment prior to Septembe r I0, L999 and are not
participating in automatic deposit will have their payroll checks mailed. All new
employees hired after September 10, 1999 will be required to utilize automatic
payroll deposit.

Section F

(e) All exceptions to this policy and employees with special circumstances must request
exemption for approval to the County Administrator in writing.

(f) All County employees will have their payroll check deposited into a checking account
or savings account,

. Market Rate Adiustments

Purpose: Although the County considers internal compensation relationships of primary
importance in maintaining pay equity, it may be necessary to recognize the external compensation
relationships through market attraction/retention wage scales and/or market rate adjustments.

Market rate adjustments may be considered and external market relationships examined
when:

(a) A salary range is insufficient to attract qualified candidates for employmenq or

[b) A continuing pattern of turnover in a given position can be directly linked to
established compensation levels; or

(c) A given position deviates from the market rate by a substantial percentage.

(d) The County Administrator or designee deems that a specific external market
relationship must be examined.

All market rate adjustments must be recommended by the County Administrator or
designee and approved by the Board.
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ARTICLE V EMPTOYEE BENEFITS AND SERVICES

Section A. Group Insurance

Purpose: To provide medical, life and long term disability insurance to eligible employees of Aitkin
County.

Summary

(a) Full time (probationary and non-probationary) employees who work a minimum of
thirty (30) hours per week are entitled to health and life insurance provided by Aitkin
County. Some exclusions apply for LLCC staff. See Subd. (1) (d) below. Those who are
eligible for medical insurance and can prove that they are already covered by a
different policy are not required to sign up for a plan provided by Aitkin County.

[b) Select voluntary benefits are also available for full-time employees to purchase,
including dental insurance, supplemental life insurance, short-term disability
insurance, and critical illness voluntary insurance policies.

(c) The effective date of coverage shall be based upon the specific policy.

(d) The County offers health insurance to substantially all full-time employees, which is
defined under the Affordable Care Act as 95%o ofemployees working 30 or more
hours per week on average or 130 or more hours per month on average. The County is
not subiect to a penalty if 50lo of employees working 30 or more hours per week on
average or 1.30 or more hours per month on average are not offered health care
coverage. The Affordable Care Act offers limited exemptions and the County
Administrator may authorize use ofthose exemptions as needed.

Refer to applicable agreements for additional details and employer contribution rates.

Section B. Health Insurance and HSA (orVEBA)

Health insurance coverage will be provided in accordance with the County's group health
insurance policy with the Minnesota Public Employees Insurance Progranl commonly
referred to as "PEIP". The employee and employer premium contributions and HSA (or
VEBA) contributions shall be established by the County Board and calculated in the same
manner as defined in the Agreement between Aitkin County and AFSCME Council 65, Local
Union #667 (Courthouse Unit), or as otherwise adopted by the Board.

The effective date of coverage shall be based upon the specific policy.
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Eligible employees will receive a pro-rated HSA (or VEBA) contribution for all pay periods
in which the employee is in a compensated payroll status or on FMLA.

The Employer shall be obligated to make only one [1) HSA (or VEBA) account contribution
on behalfofan employee. Therefore, ifthe employee is enrolled as a dependent ofanother
employee for whom the Employer has made a family coverage contribution, the Employer is
not obligated to make a separate single coverage contribution on behalf of the employee.

HSA (or VEBA) ADVANCEMENT: If an employee meets his/her annual deductible, tIe
employee may provide proofand request advance payment up to the remainder employer
HSA (or VEBA) allocation for the plan year, provided the employee agrees in writing to
reimburse the County for the HSA [or VEBA) conribution, prorated by pay period lover 24
pay periods per year] for any time that remains, in the event the employee leaves
employment for any reason other than death, and that the County has the right to deduct
this amount from the employee's final paycheck. This "HSA (or VEBAJ advancement" option
as described in this paragraph will also be extended to bargaining unit members who are on
the PEIP plan.

WAIVER PLAN OPTION: The employer may offer a waiver plan for employees who waive
health insurance coverage. Effective January I,2079, employees who waive health
insurance coverage, may elect to receive $2,750 per year, pro-rated over 24 pay periods.
Employees who waive coverage can elect to place their waiver dollars into their deferred
comp account, into their HSA ifthey have a corresponding High Deductible Health Plan
(HDHPJ, or receive it as taxable cash through the cafeteria plan, unless prohibited by law.

Subd. (1) MSRS HCSP Early Retirement Health lnsurance Incentive:

Term: January 1,2019 through December 31,2024

Intent: Aitkin County values its long-term employees and this incentive is intended to assist
employees who want to retire between the age of 62 and 65. Age 62 is the age at which most
employees can start receiving Social Security retirement benefits (the amount is reduced
until they reach full retirement at age 65 or older). Age 65 is the age at which employees
become eligible for Medicare. This early retirement health insurance incentive is intended to
help the employee cover any health insurance gaps between age 62 and 65.

Applies to: All employees age 62 or older who have 1.5 or more years of full-time service with
Aitkin County, with at least 5 of the 15 y ears being served immediately prior to retirement,
and who have met age and service requirements necessary to receive an annuity from PERA
or who are receiving a disability benefit from PERA who elect to participate in the county's
Early Retirement Incentive option in calendar year 2019,2020,or 202L. All ofthese factors
(age + years of service + PERA annuity or disability) must be met in order to qualiSr for the
early retirement incentive. (Part-time, seasonal, intermitten! and temporary service does
not apply.)
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Contribution: The employer will deposit up to $512.08 per month into a Minnesota State
Retirement Systems (MSRS) Health Care Savings Plan (HCSP) account as a reimbursement
for the employee's single health insurance premium up to age 65. Employer contributions
will stop sooner than age 65 in cases where the employee becomes eligible for Medicare
soonerr, or upon death. In cases where the single health insurance premium is less than
$512.08 per month for single coverage, the employer's contribution shall not exceed the cost
of the actual single premium. The employee will be responsible for any difference in
premium.

1lf the employee becomes eligible for Medicare sooner by either satisSring eligibility or
disability criteria.

[HR file note: RetiremenB effective by June 30th, 60 days written notice required. An example: If
an eligible employee submits their written retirement notice by April 30. 2022. and retires by
Iune 30. 2022. they are eligible for the $512.08 per month from July through December 2022 or
until age 65 or eligible for Medicare. If an eligible employee submits their written retirement
notice after April 30. 2022 and does not retire by ]une 30. 2022. they are ineligible for the
$512.08 per monthfrom July through December 2022: their contribution would start in lanuary
202sJ

Section C. Life lnsurance

The County Board agrees to provide and pay for a life insurance policy of$25,000 for all full-time
employees, and to provide life insurance coverage in the amount of $15,000 for their spouses and
dependents up to age 26, subject to carrier restrictions.

Section D, Long Term Disability Insurance

All employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement shall follow the LTD provisions
contained in the applicable union agreement.

Part-time, seasonal and temporary employees are not eligible for LTD insurance.

The County shall provide Long Term Disability Insurance reimbursement for full-time employees
based on current salaries, subject to the provisions ofthis Article and limitations, benefits and
conditions established by the contract with the insurance carrier. Said insurance shall take effect
for new employees and elected department heads on the 1st ofthe month following date ofhire.
LTD monthly premiums will be paid by the employee via payroll deduction and then reimbursed by
the employer.

Section E. Affordable Care Act (ACA) Policy:

In March 20 10, Congress enacted and President Obama signed major reform legislation - the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act fcommonly called PPACA, ACA, or "Obamacare") (Pub.L.
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1I7-t4B), as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010 (Pub. L. 111-
152). This represents the most significant regulatory overhaul ofthe U.S. healthcare system since
the passage of Medicare and Medicaid in 1965. The law includes hundreds of new requirements
packed into thousands ofpages ofrules that affect the delivery and administration ofemployer-
sponsored group health plans. The rules, as applied to employer-sponsored group health plans,
generally fall into one ofseven general categories, namely: 1) effective dates and grandfathering; 2)
quali$ring coverage mandates finsurance reforms); 3J employer mandates (play-or-pay
provisionsJ; 4) reporting and disclosure requirements; 5) individual mandates; 6) tax issues
(revenue generating rules); and 7) the exchange program.

To the extent that federal statute or regulations change, this policy shall be construed as consistent
with those changes.

Purpose: To comply with requirements of the Affordable Care Act and to offer health sare coverage
to "substantially all" full-time employees, effective fanuary 1,20L5.

ACA Policy Definitions

(a) Employer: Aitkin County

(b) Full-time Employee: For purposes of this Affordable Care Act (ACA) policy, full-time
means an employee working 30 or more hours per week on average or 130 or more
hours per monti on average.

(c) Variable Hour Employee: For purposes ofthe Affordable Care Act (ACA), variable hour
employee means an employee working in a position classified as part-time, seasonal,
temporary, or intermittent. The employer will use a look back period to determine
each variable hour employee's full-time status by looking back 12 months to analyze
whether the employee worked an average of 30 or more hours per week on average
or 130 or more hours per month on average.

(d) Substantially All: Substantially all full-time employees is defined as 950lo of employees
working 30 or more hours per week on average or 130 or more hours per month on
average. The employer is not subject to a penalty if 5% of employees working 30 or
more hours per week on average or 130 or more hours per month on average are not
offered health care coverage.

Measurement Periods

(a) Standard measurementperiod, 12 months (October 15 - October 14)

(b) Administrative period not to exceed 90 days foctober 15 - December 31J

(c) Stability period, 12 months (f anuary 1 - December 3lJ
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For Positions Classified as Full-time: Employees who are expected to be full-time, working
30 or more hours per week on average or 130 or more hours per month on average, during
the standard measurement period will be offered health coverage under the employer's
health insurance plan during new hire orientation.

For Positions Classified as Variable Hour (aka Part-time, Seasonal, Temporary or
Intermittent: The employer will implement a standard measurement period of 12 calendar
months to determine whether or not a variable hour employee is eligible for health
coverage under the employer's health insurance plan. The standard measurement period
will be from October 15th through October L4th ofeach calendar year.

If an employee is determined to be full-time during the standard measurement period, they
will be treated as full-time during a subsequent stability period, regardless of the number of
hours they work during the stability period. The employer will implement a stability period
of L2 calendar months during which a variable hour employee, determined to be full-time in
the standard measurement period, will be eligible for health coverage under the employer's
health insurance plan. The stability period will be from fanuary 1st through December 31st
of each calendar year.

If an employee is determined to be eligible for health insurance coverage through the
standard measurement period, the employer has up to 90 days to enroll the employee in the
employer's health insurance plan. An administrative period will be used to determine
eligibility and to facilitate notification and enrollment of employees. This administrative
period will be from October 15th through December 3 Lst of each calendar year. During this
period, eligible variable hour employees will be given a two-week open enrollment period
to enroll in health coverage under the employer's health insurance plan which will be in
effect for the upcoming stability period/plan year. [Note: Variable hour employees are not
eligible for other insurance benefits, such as dental, life, long-term or short-term disability,
long-term care insurance, or FSA plan enrollment.J

Unless mandated otherwise by the Local 49 or Teamsters Health Fund agreemen! all
eligible variable hour employees will be offered coverage on one plan, the PEIP Advantage
HSA Plan, during the stability period. The employee and employer conffibutions towards
this plan shall be established by the County Board and calculated in the same manner as
defined in the agreement between Aitkin County and AFSCME Council 65, Local llnion #667
(Courthouse Unit). In the event the health insurance provisions or contribution rates fail to
meetthe requirements of the Affordable Care Act and its related regulations or cause the
Employer to be subject to a penalty, tax or fine, the Employer may amend contribution rates
or implement alternative provisions so as to comply with the Act and avoid any penalties,
taxes or fines for the Employer.

If funds are not available in a department's budget to cover the cost ofhealth insurance, the
Department Head may submit a written request to the County Administrator to reduce the
employee's work hours to less than 30 hours per week or less than 130 hours per month to
avoid the obligation to offer health care coverage. Said request will generally be approved if
it is not prohibited by the terms ofa collective bargaining agreement.
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Rehired Seasonal Employees

(a) Seasonal employees work up to 67 days per calendar year. For ease of recordkeeping,
seasonal employees will be required to be inactive (zero hours of work) for a period of
26 consecutive weeks between work seasons.

(b) An employee who is rehired and had no active service with the employer for a period
of26 consecutive weeks will be treated as a new employee and will be evaluated by
the employer during the standard measurement period to determine if the employee
is eligible for health insurance benefits during a subsequent stability period.

(c) Active service is based on all hours combined with the employer and is not separated
or tracked individually by department.

Opt-out Health Insurance Waivers: Employees who elect to waive coverage will be required
to do so in writing. The employer does not provide a cash in-lieu ofhealth insurance benefit.

Section F. Holidays

Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be entitled to the following
paid holidays, eight (B) hours each, unless noted otherwise:

(a) NewYear'sDay

(b) Martin Luther King Day

(c) President's Day

(d) Memorial Day

(el 4th offuly

(f) Iuneteenth

(g) Labor Day

(h) Veteran's Day

(iJ Thanksgiving Day

fiJ Friday after Thanksgiving

(kJ Christmas Even when it falls on a Monday through Thursday, four (4J hours (eff. 2019)

(ll Christmas Day
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When any of the above named holidays fall on a Sunday, the following day shall be observed
as the holiday. When the holiday falls on a Saturday, it shall be observed on the preceding
Friday.

Part-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be entitled to holiday pay
on a pro-rated basis. Seasonal and temporary employees are not eligible for holiday pay.
For example:

A 14 hour per week employee shall receive 2.8 hours holiday pay for each B hour holiday
listed above or 1.4 hours holiday pay for Chrisbnas Eve when it falls on a Monday through
Thursday.

A 20 hour per week employee shall receive 4 hours holiday pay for each B hour holiday
listed above or 2 hours holiday pay on Christmas Eve when it falls on a Monday through
Thursday.

A 29 hour per week employee shall receive 5.8 hours holiday pay for each B hour holiday
listed above or 2.9 hours holiday pay on Christmas Eve when it falls on a Monday through
Thursday.

Non-exempt employees who are required to work on a holiday shall receive compensation
at the rate of one and one-half (1-1/2) times the employee's regular straight time hourly
rate of pay, or will be given an alternate day off as determined by the department head.

When a paid holiday falls during an employee's paid leave of absence or vacation (PT0)
period, they shall receive holiday pay for that day.

Employees will not receive pay for holidays occurring while on an unpaid leave ofabsence.

When an employee does not work on any of the above-named holidays, the holiday shall
nevertheless count as eight (B) hours worked for the purpose of computing overtime for
hours worked in excess of forty (40) in any such week. When necessary, the Department
Head and/or County Board may require an employee to work on a holiday.

Section G. Paid Time Off (PTO) - PTO schedule updated effective 12/6/2O21

Employees will receive PTO that will accrue on a per payroll period basis. Full-time
(probationary and non-probationary) employees shall accrue PTO benefits based on tle
following table:

Annual Completed
Years ofService

Rate of Accumulation

PTO Days per Month

Annual Days

ofPTO

0 2.00 24
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(New full-time
employees will be

provided 40 hours of
PTO attime of hire so

their rate of
accumulation for the

firstyear will be
adjusted accordingly.)

3 2.25 27

5 2.50 30

10 2.75 33

15+ 3.00 36

PTO cash out: Employees who have used at least 80 hours PTO in the previous twelve-
month period may elect pay in lieu ofPTO for up to 120 hours (15 daysJ once in any
calendar year.

Employees may not accrue more than 35 days (280 hours) at any time.

Upon separation ofservice, the employee will be paid for any unused PTO, up to the
maximum accrued amount, unless the employee is terminated because of an illegal act
regardless ofwhether any legal remedies are pursued or whether any conviction results. In
the event ofthe death of an employee, the employee's accumulated vacation credits shall be
paid to the employee's estate.

Employees are allowed to transfer any accrued PTO over the maximum accrual amount to
the sick leave bank where tiere is no severance payment upon separation ofservice. At no
time can the sick leave bank exceed72O hours (90 working days). PTO that has been
transferred to the sick leave bank can only be used in accordance with the sick leave
provisions in Article V, Section H.

Part-time employees shall be entitled to PTO benefits on a pro-rated basis, up to a total of
40 hours PTO. Seasonal and temporary employees are not eligible to accrue PTO benefits.

PTO benefits shall only accrue when an employee is in a paid status or on an approved
military leave. PTO benefits shall not be earned by any employee during a leave of absence
without pay, suspension without pay, or time otherwise not paid.
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In order to assure the orderly performance and continuity ofservices provided, employees
wishing to schedule a vacation should request PTO as far in advance as reasonably possible,
but usually at least one [1J week in advance ofthe requested vacation period. Requests for
PTO usage shall be granted by the Department Head or designee unless it is determined that
such absence would adversely affect and interfere with the orderly performance and
continuity of services. It may be necessary to limit the number of employees taking vacation
at the same time or during an event or particular period oftime, Such requests, however,
shall not arbitrarily be denied. Requests for vacation will be processed giving preference to
the order in which the requests are received. In the event requests are received at the same
time for the same vacation period, then time-in-department will be the determining factor.

Probationary non-union employees may use accrued PT0 with supervisory approval.

Section H. Extended Sick Leave Bank / Care OfRelatives

Accrued sick leave may be used when an employee cannot perform work duties due to but
not limited to the following: personal illness or injury; necessity for medical or dental
treatment or examination, where such treatment cannot be scheduled outside ofworking
hours; emergenry, illness or injury of the employee's immediate family member which
requires the employee's attendance and care; quarantine directed by a medical physician;
disability; pre and postnatal care. For the purpose of this paragraph, immediate family is
defined as; spouse, child, step child, adult child, parent, step parent, mother-in-law, father-
inJaw, or grandchild. To the extent that state statute [$181.9413)or regulations change, this
policy shall be construed as consistent with those changes.

Sick leave may be used because ofillness ofthe employee's sibling or grandparent as well.
For siblings and grandparents, use is limited to 160 hours all combined per calendar year.

An employee must notiry the employee's supervisor of sick leave usage prior to the
employee's starting time, unless an emergency prevents the employee from doing so.
Failure to give such notice may be cause for disciplinary action.

The County reserves the right to require written medical certification fiom an employee.

In the event ofthree (3) consecutive days ofabsence or in cases ofthe repeated and
systematic absence of an employee the Department Head may require a medical statement
from an appropriate medical authority before granting sick leave, as well as verification that
an employee is able to perform the duties of employment before t}re employee is allowed to
return to work,

Section I. Personal Leave

Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be granted nine (9) hours
of personal leave each quarter, and may accumulate up to 36 hours of personal leave at any
given time. Personal leave is not paid out upon termination of employment or death.
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Part-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be entitled to personal
leave on a pro-rated basis. Seasonal and temporary employees are not entitled to personal
leave with pay.

Removed 4/23/20Lq

Section J. Workers Compensation Procedures

Reporting A Work-Related Injury or Illness

An employee who experiences a work-related injury or illness should immediately notifu
his/her supervisor ofthe injury/illness. The employee should fill out a First Report oflniury
form and forward it to the HR as soon as possible. The employee should also complete an
Accident Report and submit it to his/her immediate supervisor. These forms are available
for download from the intranet, or by calling HR.

Workers' Compensation Notification

[aJ After receiving the report of a work-related injury or illness, the County's workers'
compensation administrator, MCIT, will send the employee written notification at
their home address regarding the acceptance or denial oftleir workers'
compensation claim. If the employee's claim has been accepted and a loss of time is
involved, the workers'compensation administrator will make no payment for lost
work time for the first three calendar days after the disability commenced. lf the
disability continues for ten calendar days or longer, the compensation is computed
from the commencement of the disability.

[bJ The workers' compensation administrator will pay up to 66-2/3o/o of the injured
employee's gross average weekly wages based on a 26-week period prior to the date
of injury. This payment is made directly from MCIT and none of the usual payroll
deductions are taken from it (e.g. taxes, insurance premiums, etc.).

Supplementing Workers' Compensation with Accrued Benefits

(c) Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 5126O21, Subd. 5, Aitkin Counry will allow its
employees to supplement their workers' compensation benefits when unable to
perform their job duties for an extended period oftime due to a work-related iniury or
illness.
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(dJ It is the practice ofAitkin County to allow employees who have accrued benefits at the
time oftheir injury to use these benefits to supplement the difference between the
payment from the workers' compensation administrator and their average weekly
wage at the time of the iniury. The additional payments shall not result in tlte payment
ofa combined total weekly rate ofcompensation tlat exceeds the average weekly
wage of the employee on the date of injury.

(e) The employee is responsible for continuing to pay any applicable union dues, flex plan
contributions, group health insurance premiums, and other employee-elected benefit
costs, including any changes to such premiums. In instances where the dues,
contributions, and premiums exceed the amount the employee is getting paid from
his/her accrued benefit account[sJ, he/she is responsible for issuing a payment for the
balance due to the Auditor's Office by the 1st of each month for that month's coverage.
The County shall have no obligation to maintain the group coverage ifthe employee's
premium payment is more than 30 days late.

(fJ The process for issuing payment to an employee who has chosen to use accrued
benefits (i.e. sick, comp time, vacation) under these conditions shall be as follows:

(i) The County shall issue the employee a check in the amount of one-third of
their pre-injury/illness compensation (using the average rate that the employee
was earning based on a 26-week period prior to the time of the injury/illness) in
a normal bi-weekly pay period.

(g) The check issued by Aitkin County shall be treated like a regular payroll check, in that
it will have Federal, State, and Social Security tax; PERA deduction; and any other
deductions that would normally be taken out of the employee's paycheck (e.g.,
employee's portion of health, dental, or life premiums; flex plan contributions; union
dues; etc.) subtracted from the gross amount.

(h) The combined amount ofthe workers'compensation wage loss check and the accrued
benefit check from Aitkin County shall not exceed the employee's average weekly
wage prior to the date of injury/illness.

(iJ If an employee elects to be paid accrued benefits, Aitkin County shall issue the accrued
benefits by deducting monetary amounts from each available plan (i.e. sick, personal
leave, comp tirne, vacation) until exhausted; and shall typically exhaust the available
benefit plans in the following order: l.) sick and/or personal leave at the employee's
discretion, 3) comp time, and 4) vacation.

Tracking Absences That Are Work-Related

Regardless ofwhether an employee chooses to use accrued benefits when absent from work due to
a work-related injury or illness, such absences should be noted on the employee's timesheet as
work comp related.
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Employee Status during Workers' Compensation Leave

Employees will cease to accrue paid benefits during an unpaid workers' compensation leave of
absence. If the injury or illness is FMlA-qualifying, the employee will be placed on FMLA status and
will not be responsible for the employer portion ofhealth insurance benefit payments during the
FMLA. If the injury or illness is not FMtA-qualiffing the employee will be notified of his/her rights
under COBM and will be required to pay the full amount of the health insurance premiums.

Section K Family And Medical Leave

Purpose: The FMLA entitles eligible employees to take unpaid, job-protected leave for specified
family and medical reasons with continuation ofgroup healtl insurance coverage under the same
terms and conditions as ifthe employee had not taken leave. Eligible employees are entitled to:

To the extent that federal statute or regulations change, this poliry shall be construed as consistent
with those changes.

Federal Department of Labor Wage and Hour Division 29 CFR Part 825

February 6. 2013 Register

Aitkin County will comply with the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, as amended. The
employer posts the mandatory FMLA Notice and upon hire provides all new employees with
notices required by the U.S. Department ofLabor (DOL) on Employee Rights and Responsibilities
under the Family and Medical Leave Act on the bulletin board in the courthouse, on the Intranet,
and in each staffed building.

The function of this policy is to provide employees with a general description of their FMLA rights.
In the event of any conflict between this poliry and the applicable law, employees will be afforded
all righs required by law.

If you have any questions, concerns, or disputes with this policy, you must contact the Human
Resources Department.

A. General Provisions

Under this policy, Aitkin County will grant up to 12 weeks (or up to 26 weeks of military caregiver
leave to care for a covered service member with a serious injury or illness) during a 12-month
period to eligible employees. The leave may be paid, unpaid or a combination ofpaid and unpaid
leave, depending on the circumstances ofthe leave and as specified in this policy.

B. Eligibility
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To quali$r to take family or medical leave under this policy, the employee must meet all of the
following conditions:

1) The employee must have worked for the employer for 12 months or 52 weeks. The L2 months
or 52 weeks need not have been consecutive. Separate periods of employment will be counted,
provided that the break in service does not exceed seven years. Separate periods ofemployment
will be counted ifthe break in service exceeds seven years due to National Guard or Reserve
military service obligations or when there is a written agreement stating the employer's intention
to rehire the employee after the service break.

2) The employee must have worked at least 1,250 hours during the L2-month period immediately
before the date when the leave is requested to commence. The principles established under the
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) determine the number ofhours worked by an employee. The
FLSA does not include time spent on paid or unpaid leave as hours worked. Consequently, these
hours of leave should not be counted in determining the 1,250 hours eligibility test for an
employee under FMLA. All periods of absence from work due to or necessitated by USERM-
covered seryice is counted in determining an employee's eligibility for FMLA leave.

C. Type of Leave Covered

To qualify as FMLA leave under this policy, the employee must be taking leave for one of t}re
reasons listed below:

1) The birth ofa child and in order to care for that child.

2) For placement with the employee of a child for adoption or foster care and to care for the newly
placed child.

3) To care for the employee's spouse, child or parent (not parent in-law) with a serious health
condition (described below). Note, in some circumstances this may include "in loco parentis",
meaning whoever is standing in the place of a parent, such as same-sex couples, grandparents, or
other non-biological parents ifthey have held themselves out as the parent. lt requires a statement
explaining the family scenario relationship and each will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

4J The serious health condition (described below) ofthe employee.

An employee may take leave because of a serious health condition that makes the employee unable
to perform the functions of the employee's position.

A serious health condition is defined as an illness, injury impairment, or physical or mental
condition that requires inpatient care at a hospital, hospice or residential medical care facility,
including any period of incapacity or any subsequent treaument in connection with such inpatient
care or a condition that requires continuing care by a licensed health care provider.
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Employees with questions about what illnesses are covered under this FMI,A policy are required to
consult with the Human Resource Deparbnent. FMLA eligibility is determined on a case by case
basis,

5) Qualiffing exigency leave for families of members of the National Guard or Reserves or of a
regular component of the Armed Forces when the military member is on covered active duty or
called to covered active duty.

An employee whose spouse, son, daughter or parent either has been notified ofan impending call
or order to covered active military duty or who is already on covered active duty may take up to
12 weeks of leave for reasons related to or affected by the family member's call-up or service. The
qualiffing exigency must be one of the following: 1J short-notice deployment, 2) military events
and activities, 3) child care and school activities, 4) financial and legal arrangements, 5)
counseling, 6) rest and recuperation to a maximum of 1.5 calendar days for each instance, 7) post-
deployment activities, and B) Eligible employees may also take leave to care for a military
member's parent who is incapable of self-care when the care is necessitated by the member's
covered active duty. Such care may include arranging for alternative care, providing care on an
immediate need basis, admitting or transferring the parent to a care facility, or attending meetings
with staff at a care facility. 9) Additional activities tlat arise out ofactive duty, provided that the
employer and employee agree, including agreement on timing and duration of the leave.

"Covered active duty" means:

[a) in the case of a member ofa regular component ofthe Armed Forces, duty during the
deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign country; and

(bJ in the case of a member of a reserye component of the Armed Forceg duty during the
deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign country under a Federal call or
order to active duty under a provision oflaw referred to in section 101(a)(13)(B) oftitle 10,

United States Code.

The leave may commence as soon as the individual receives the call-up notice. [Son or daughter for
this type of FMLA leave is defined the same as for child for other types of FMLA leave except that
the person does not have to be a minor.) This type ofleave would be counted toward the
employee's 12-week maximum of FMLA leave in a 12-month period.

6) Military caregiver leave (also known as covered service member leave) to care for an injured or
ill service member or covered veteran,

An employee whose son, daughter, parent or next ofkin is a covered service member may take up
to 26 weeks in a single lZ-month period to care for the covered seryice member.

The term "covered service member" means:
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(a) a current member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or
Reservesl who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy, is otherwise in
outpatient status, or is otherwise on the temporary disability retired list, for a serious injury or
illness; or

(b) a covered veteran who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation or therapy for a serious
injury or illness and who was a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National
Guard or Reserves), and was discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable at
any time during the five-year period prior to the first date the eligible employee takes FMLA leave
to care for the covered veteran. An eligible employee must commence leave to care for a covered
veteran within five years ofthe veteran's active duty service. Some exceptions may apply to the
single 12-month period; each request will be considered on a case by case basis.

The term "serious injury or illness":

[aJ in the case of a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or
Reserves), means an injury or illness that was incurred by the covered member in line ofduty on
active duty in the Armed Forces (or existed before the beginning ofthe member's active duty and
was aggravated by service in line ofduty on active duty in the Armed ForcesJ and that may render
the member medically unfit to perform the duties of the member's office, grade, ran\, or rating;
and

[b) in the case of a covered veteran who was a member of the Armed Forces (including a member
ofthe National Guard or Reserves) at any time during a period when the person was a covered
service member, means a qualiffing (as defined by the Secretary of Labor) injury or illness that
was incurred by the member in line of duty on an active duty in the Armed Forces (or existed
before the beginning ofthe member's active duty and was aggravated by service in line ofduty on
active duty in the Armed Forces) and that manifested itself before or after the member became a
veteran, and is:

(1) A continuation ofa serious injury or illness that was incurred or aggravated when the covered
veteran was a member of the Armed Forces and rendered the seryice member unable to perform
the duties ofthe service member's office, grade, rank, or rating; 0R
(2) A physical or mental condition for which the covered veteran has received a VA Service Related
Disability Rating (VASRD) of 50 percent or greater and such VASRD rating is based, in whole or in
part, on the condition precipitating the need for military caregiver leave; OR
(3J A physical or mental condition that substantially impairs the veteran's ability to secure or
follow a substantially gainful occupation by reason of a disability or disabilities related to military
service or would do so absent treatment 0R
(4J An injury, including a psychological injury on the basis ofwhich the covered veteran has been
enrolled in the Department of Veterans Affairs Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family
Caregivers.
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Retroactive designation. If an employee is absent for a condition or event that is or progresses into
a FMLA qualiflring event and the employee subsequently requests a leave as provided under this
policy, the employer may designate all or some portion of the related prior leave taken as FMLA, to
the extent that the earlier leave meets the necessary qualifications.

D, Amount of Leave

An eligible employee can take up to 12 weeks for the FMLA circumstances [1) through (5) above
under this poliry during any 12-month period. The employer will measure the 1.2-month period as
a rolling 12-month period measured backward from the date an employee uses any FMLA leave
under this policy. Each time an employee takes leave, the employer will compute the amount of
leave t}re employee has taken under this poliry in the last 12 months and subtract it from the 12
weeks of available leave, and the balance remaining is the amount the employee is entitled to take
at that time.

An eligible employee can take up to 26 weeks for the FMLA circumstance (6) above (military
caregiver leave) during a single 12-month period. For this military caregiver leave, the employer
will measure the LZ-month period as a rolling 12-month period measured forward. FMLA leave
already taken for other FMLA circumstances will be deducted from the total of 26 weeks available.

If a husband and wife both work for the employer and each wishes to take leave for the birth of a
child, adoption or placement ofa child in foster care, or to care for a parent (but not a parent "in-
law") with a serious health condition, the husband and wife may each take 12 weeks of leave for
qualiffing events. If a husband and wife both work for the employer and each wishes to take leave
to care for a covered injured or ill service member, the husband and wife may each take 26 weeks
ofleave.

E. Employee Status and Benefits During Leave

While an employee is on FMLA, the employer will continue the employee's health benefits during
t}te leave period at the same level and under the same conditions as ifthe employee had continued
to work.

Ifthe employee chooses not to return to work for reasons other than a continued serious health
condition of the employee or the employee's family member or a circumstance beyond the
employee's control, the employer will require the employee to reimburse the employer the
amount it paid for the employee's health insurance premium during the leave period. An employee
who returns to work for at least 30 calendar days is considered to have returned to work. An
employee who transfers directly from taking FMLA leave to retirement, or who retires during the
first 30 days after the employee returns to work, is deemed to have returned to work.

While on paid FMLA, the employer will continue to make payroll deductions to collectthe
employee's share of the premium. While on unpaid FMLA' the employee must continue to make
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this payment, either in person or by mail. The payment must be received in the Auditor's Office by
the 1..t day of each month. If the payment is more than 30 days late and other payment
arrangements have not been made, the employee's health insurance coverage may be dropped for
the duration of the leave. The employer will provide 15 days' notification prior to the employee's
loss ofcoverage.

If the employee contributes to a life insurance or disability plan or other voluntary plans, the
employer will continue making payroll deductions while the ernployee is on paid FMLA. While the
employee is on unpaid FMLA, the employee may request continuation of such benefits and pay his
or her portion of the premiums. If the employee does not continue these payments or make other
payment arrangements, the employer may discontinue coverage during the leave. Ifthe employer
maintains coverage, the employer may recover the costs incurred for paying the employee's share
of any premiums, whetler or not the employee returns to work.

F. Employee Status After Leave

An employee who takes leave under t}ris policy may be asked to provide a fitness for duty (FFD)
clearance from the health care provider. This requirement will be included in the employer's
response to the FMLA request. Generally, an employee who takes FMLA leave will be able to return
to the same position or a position with equivalent status, pay, benefits and other employment
terms and conditions of employment. The position will be the same or one which is virtually
identical in terms of pay, benefits and working conditions. With written notice to the employee at
the time the employee gives notice of the need for FMLA leave (or when FMLA leave commences, if
earlier), the employer may choose to exempt certain key employees from this requirement and not
return them to the same or similar position.

G. Use of Paid and Unpaid Leave

An employee who is taking FMLA leave because of the employee's own serious health condition or
the serious health condition of a family member must use all paid comp time, vacation, PTO,
personal or sick leave prior to being eligible for unpaid leave, unless provided otherwise by law or
a collective bargaining agreement. Accrued time off shall run concurrently with FMLA leave if the
reason for the FMLA leave is covered by the established sick leave policy.

An employee who is using military FMLA leave for a qualiffing exigency must use all paid vacation
and personal leave prior to being eligible for unpaid leave. An employee using FMLA military
caregiver leave must also use all paid vacatiorl personal leave or sick leave (as long as t}te reason
for the absence is covered by the employer's sick leave policy) prior to being eligible for unpaid
leave.

H, Intermittent Leave or a Reduced Work Schedule
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The employee may take FMLA leave in 12 consecutive weeks, may use the leave intermittently or,
under certain circumstances, may use the leave to reduce the worlareek or workday, resulting in a
reduced hour schedule. In all cases, the leave may not exceed a total of 12 workryeeks (or 26
workweeks to care for an injured or ill service member over a 1.2-month period) and the employee
must make a reasonable effort to schedule treatments so as not to disrupt unduly the employer's
operations.

The employer may temporarily transfer an employee to an available alternative position with
equivalent pay and benefits if the alternative position would better accommodate the intermittent
or reduced schedule, in instances of when leave for the employee or employee's family member is
foreseeable and for planned medical treatment, including recovery fiom a serious health condition
or to care for a child after birth, or placement for adoption or foster care.

For the birth, adoption or foster care of a child, the employer and the employee must mutually
agree to the schedule before the employee may take the leave intermittently or work a reduced
hour schedule. Leave for birth, adoption or foster care ofa child must be taken during the 1.2

month period beginning on the date of birth or placement of the child.

L Certification for the Employee's Serious Health Condition

The employer will require certification for the employee's serious health condition. The employee
must respond to such a request within 15 days ofthe request or provide a reasonable explanation
for the delay. Failure to provide certification may result in a denial of continuation of leave.
Medical certification will be provided using the DOL Certification of Health Care Provider for
Employee's Serious Health Condition.

The employer may directly contact the employee's health care provider for verification or
clarification purposes using a health care professional, HR representative, or management official.
Before the employer makes this direct contact with the health care provider, the employee will be
a given an opportunity to resolve any deficiencies in the medical certification.

The employer has the right to ask for a second opinion if it has reason to doubt the certification.
The employer will pay for the employee to get a certification from a second doctor, which the
employer will select. The employer may deny FMLA leave to an employee who refuses to release
relevant medical records to the health care provider designated to provide a second or third
opinion. If necessary to resolve a conflict between the original certification and the second opinion,
the employer will require the opinion of a third doctor. The employer and the employee will
mutually select the third doctor, and the employer will pay for the opinion. This third opinion will
be considered final. The employee will be provisionally entitled to leave and benefits under the
FMLA pending the second and/or third opinion.

f. Certification for the Family Member's Serious Health Condition
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The employer will require certification for the family member's serious health condition. The
employee must respond to such a request within 15 days ofthe request or provide a reasonable
explanation for the delay. Failure to provide certification may result in a denial of continuation of
leave. Medical certification will be provided using the DOL Certification of Health Care Provider for
Family Member's Serious Health Condition.

The employer may directly contact the employee's family member's health care provider for
verification or clarification purposes using a health care professional, HR representative, or
management official. Before the employer makes this direct contact witl the health care provider,
the employee will be a given an opportunity to resolve any deficiencies in the medical certification.

The employer has the right to ask for a second opinion if it has reason to doubt the certification.
The employer will pay for the employee's family member to get a certification from a second
doctor, which the employer will select. The employer may deny FMLA leave to an employee whose
family member refuses to release relevant medical records to the health care provider designated
to provide a second or third opinion. If necessary to resolve a conflict between the original
certification and the second opinion, the employer will require the opinion of a third doctor. The
employer and the employee will mutually select the third doctor, and the employer will pay for the
opinion. This third opinion will be considered final. The employee will be provisionally entitled to
leave and benefits under the FMLA pending the second and/or third opinion.

K. Certilication of Qualifying Exigency for Military Family Leave

The employer will require certification of the qualifoing exigency for military family leave. The
employee must respond to such a request within 15 days ofthe request or provide a reasonable
explanation for the delay. Failure to provide certification may result in a denial of continuation of
leave. This certification will be provided using the DOL Certification of Qualiffing Exigenry for
Military Family Leave.

L. Certification for Serious lnjury or lllness of Covered Service member for Military Family
Leave

The employer will require certification for the serious injury or illness ofthe covered service
member. The employee must respond to such a request within L5 days ofthe request oi provide a

reasonable explanation for the delay. Failure to provide certification may result in a denial of
continuation of leave. This certification will be provided using the DOL Certification for Serious
Injury or Illness of Covered Service member.

M, Recertification

The employer may request recertification for the serious health condition ofthe employee or the
employee's family member no more frequently than every 30 days and only when circumstances
have changed significantly, or if the employer receives information casting doubt on the reason
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given for the absence, or ifthe employee seeks an extension ofhis or her leave. Otherwise, the
employer may request recertification for the serious health condition ofthe employee or the
employee's family member when the minimum duration expires or every six months in connection
with a FMLA absence. The employer may provide the employee's health care provider with the
employee's attendance records and ask whether need for leave is consistent with the employee's
serious health condition.

N, Procedure for Requesting FMLA Leave

All employees requesting FMLA leave must provide verbal or written notice ofthe need for the
leave to the HR Department. Within five business days after the employee has provided this notice,
t}te HR Department will complete and provide the employee with the DOL Notice of Eligibility and
Rights.

When the need for the leave is foreseeable, the employee must provide the employer with at least
30 days' notice. \tVhen an employee becomes aware of a need for FMLA leave less than 30 days in
advance, the employee must provide notice ofthe need for the leave either the same day or the
next business day. When the need for FMLA leave is not foreseeable, t}re employee must comply
with the employer's usual and customary notice and procedural requirements for requesting
leave, absent unusual circumstances.

O. Designation ofFMLA Leave

Within five business days after the employee has submitted the appropriate certification form, the
HR Department will complete and provide the employee with a written response to the
ernployee's request for FMLA leave using the DOL Designation Notice.

P. Intent to Return to Work From FMLA Leave

On a basis that does not discriminate against employees on FMLA leave, the employer may require
an employee on FMLA leave to report periodically on the employee's status and intentto return to
work.

Section L. BereavementLeave

Purpose: To provide employees with time off for bereavement due to the death of a member of
their immediate family.
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Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees will be allowed a maximum of
three (3J days (24 hoursJ leave without loss of pay when a death occurs in an employee's
family, namely: spouse, Iife partner, child, step child, parent, step parent, sibling, step sibling,
father-inlaw, mother-inJaw, daughter-inJaw, son-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-inJaw,
grandparents and grandchildren. Two (2) additional days (16 hours) may be allowed if
necessary subject to the approval of the Department Head. Additional time, if needed, may
be allowed by the County Board, but such additional time in excess offive (5) days (40
hours) indicated above shall be deducted from the employee's sick leave bank, personal
leave, or PTO.

Part-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees employed 20 or more hours per
week on average shall be entitled to bereavement leave on a pro-rated basis.

General Procedures

(a) Up to three (3J days paid bereavement leave will be granted to an employee when a
death occurs in their immediate family for the purpose of attending the funeral and
related matters.

(b) An additional leave of up to two (2) days absence may be granted if necessary and
must be approved by the Department Head.

(c) Temporary and seasonal employees shall not be eligible for bereavement leave
benefits.
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Section M. Military Leave

Purpose: To grant military leave as required by law and to provide certain benefits to employees
who are granted such a leave.

General Procedures

(a) Any regular employee who enlists, is drafted, or is called to active duty shall notifr
their Department Head as soon as they are notified that they have been called to
active duty or have enlisted in any branch ofthe armed services. and.€haI+€€ranted

(b) Requests for military leave will be honored in accordance with Minnesota Statutes.

(c) Requests must be made in advance of and supported by submitting a copy of the
Orders to report for military duty. The effective date of the military leave shall be the
specified date on the Orders. The employee shall submit a copy oftheir Orders upon
receipt to the Department Head, HR Director, and Payroll Technician.

Leave Without Pay

(a) An employee who enlists or is inducted into the United States military service for an
extended period ofactive duty shall be granted a military leave without pay.

(b) Where the employee shall serve an extended period of active duty, unless an
employee submits a written request to HR to utilize accrued vacation/PTO benefits
during the military leave. all accumulated vacation/PTO benefits will be paid for in a
lump sum at the first payroll period following the beginning of said military leave
without pay.

(c) An employee who has been on a military leave without pay will be returned to County
employment provided the following conditions are met:

(i) The employee shall make written application for return to their position
within thirty [30) days after t]e termination of military service or thirty (30)
days after the termination of hospitalization which followed and is a result of
such service,

(d) The employee is physically and mentally capable of satisfactorily performing the
duties of their position.

(e) Theemployeeshallsubmitproofofanhonorabledischargeorotherformofrelease
indicating their military service was satisfactory.

Leave With Pay
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Employees who are members of the National Guard or an organized Military Reserve
Component and are ordered to active duty for a temporary or indefinite period, shall be
granted a Military leave with pay for up to a maximum of 15 days in any one calendar year
After cornpletion of the 15 days' paid leave, the employee shall be granted military leave
without pay for the remainder of the active period.

The employee may choose to use all of the 15 days of paid military leave at one time or. in
the alternative. the 15 days ofpaid military leave may be divided and taken throughout the
calendar year at the discretion ofthe employee and in accordance with MN Statute 192.26.

The 15 days of paid military leave is allowed presumingthe employee (1J returns to the
public position immediately on being relieved from such military or naval service and not
later than the expiration of the time herein limited for such leave. or (2J is prevented from
so returning by physical or mental disability or other cause not due to the officer's or
employee's own fault. or [3) is required by proper authoriV to continue in such military
service beyond the time for such leave.

Benefits during Military Leave and Reinstatement

Upon reinstatement the employee shall have the same rights with respect to accrued and
future seniority status. vacation/PT0 accrual. sick leave accrual. and other benefits as ifthat
employee had been actually employed during the time of such leave. The employee
reinstated is entitled to vacation/PTO and sick leave with pay as provided in the personnel
policy or applicable collective bargaining agreement. and accumulates vacation/PT0 and
sick leave from the time the person enters active military service until the date of
reinstatement.

Employees continue to accrue vacation/sick or PTO/extended sick while they are on
military leave. up to the maximum accrual rate that the employee would otherwise be
limited to by the policy or collective bargaining agreement.

As long as the employee is in a paid status (e.g. vacation/PTO time]. deductions will be
taken from the employee's paycheck.

Upon entering non-pay status. the employee must make arrangements with Payroll to pay
the employee cost of any such benefits.

The employee on military leave has the right to elect to continue existing employer-based
health nlan coverage for selfand dependents through C0BM for up to 24 months while in
the military. or as otherwise provided by law.

Other benefits that an employer provides to similarly situated employees covered by the
same policy or collective bargaining agreement will apply. The standard is to compare how
the benefits are handled for other employees on comparable leaves of absence. For
example. (1J holiday pay is paid when the employee is in a paid status. but holiday pay is
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not paid when the employee is in an unpaid status. (2) the employer's contribution towards
health insurance is applied when the employee works 30 or more hours per week. but is not
paid when the employee works less than 30 hours per week. etc.

Jury Duty 0r Witness Pay

Purpose: To allow full-time employees summoned to serve on a jury or testiry as a witness for
County-related business.

The County will pay the full-time employee's full, regular salary, and benefits while serving
time on jury duty. Employees must reimburse County per diem salary paid for iury duty.
Employees shall keep expenses reimbursed to them by the court for iury duty service. lf
employee is excused from jury duty, and not on vacation or leave, employee shall report
back to work and suffer no loss in pay for the day.

Full time employees required to be absent in response to a court order or subpoena in
which they are personally involved shall have the option of taking such time offas PTO or
without pay.

Part time, temporary, or seasonal employees shall not be eligible for jury duty or witness
pay benefits.

Section N. Personal Leaves Of Absence

Purpose: To establish a uniform policy for processing requests for leaves,

Personal Leave of Absence

(a) An employee requesting a leave of absence other than Family & Medical Leave (see
Article V, Section J) or Military Leave (see Article V, Section L) shall apply for same in
writing. Leaves of absence of ten (10) work days or less may be approved by the
employee's Department Head. Leaves ofabsence ofmore than ten (1.0) work days are
subject to approval by the County Administrator. The request shall include the length
of leave requested and the reason for said leave.

(b) Employees who are on a leave of absence shall receive no pay or benefits as apply to
holidays, vacations, etc.

Section O. Leave Donation Policy

Purpose: To allow employees the option to donate their accrue4 unused vacation and/or personal
leave to other county employees who are on unpaid leave status for medical emergencies or a

serious health condition. Effective on the date this Manual is adopted, a serious health condition
shall be defined under this Leave Donation Policy to mean an illness, injury impairment, or physical
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or mental condition that is covered under the Family and Medical Leave Act and shall include any
period of incapacity ofthe employee due to pregnancy, or for prenatal care.

General Procedures

(a) Each calendar year, employees may voluntarily donate up to 50 percen! with a
maximum of40 hours, oftheir accrued, unused vacation and/or personal leave time in
increments of eight (B) hours to any other county employee to be used for a medical
emergency or a serious health condition. All unused donations are revoked and
returned to the donor upon the recipient returning to full time status.

(bJ The employee donadng the leave shall notifu the Auditor's Office in writing of their
voluntary donation. The notice shall include the name ofthe donor, the name ofthe
recipient, the number of hours donated in increments of eight (B), the effective date of
the donation, and whetler the hours should be deducted from the donor's vacation
and/or personal accrued leave bank. Upon receipg the Auditor's Office shall veriff
that the donating employee has sufficient accrued leave on the books in the amount
necessary to cover the donation and then notiry the recipient and his/her supervisor
ofthe donation.

(c) Thevalueoftheleavethatisdonatedshallbebaseduponthedonor'srateofpaythat
is in effect on the day of the donation. The value of the leave that is received shall be
based upon the recipient's rate of pay that is in effect on the day of the donation. The
amount paid to the recipient ofthe donated leave shall be considered wages. That
amount shall be included as gross income ofthe recipients and shall be subject to
social security, Medicare, FUTA taxes, and income tax withholding. The amount
donated shall not be included or reported as income for the donor ofthe leave.

(d) Information relating to the donation and use of said leave is subject to the MN
Government Data Practices Act.

Section P. Continuing Education

Continuing education will be established in coniunction with the individual's Performance
Appraisal and utilized to improve performance in the current position and/or prepare the
employee for advancement within County Government. This will be in addition to training
required to maintain licenses and certifications. Training expenses may be paid by the
County as outlined below in the Educational Tuition section.

If the continuing education provided resuls in a certification, accreditation or diploma not
specifically required by the County an employee must remain in the employment of Aitkin
County for at least one year following completion of the course or they shall reimburse the
County for any costs incurred by the County related to the course.
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Section Q. Educational Tuition

The cost of participation in formalized courses of study will be reimbursed to an employee
who has permanent status in the amount equal to one-third (1/3) ofthe tuition cost
provided:

(a) That the course is germane to the duties of the employee's job.

(b) That the employee satisfactorily completes the course and receives either a "P" in a

Pass/No Pass course, or at least a "B-" in an A-F course.

(cJ That the employee remains in the employment of Aitkin County for a period of one
year following completion ofthe course, or they shall reimburse the County for any
costs incurred by the County because of such schooling.

(d) That the course be approved by the Department Head and the County Board prior to
taking the course.

(e) It shall be noted that the cost of "tuition" is covered; this does not include books or
other assessed administrative fees.

Section R. Life Lock Insurance Policy, board adopted 2/12/2019 - this employer
paid premium sunsets on 12 / 37 / 2021.

The employer will provide froml/t/20t9 (or employee enrollment date, if later) through
12/31,/202L Life Lock Benefit Elite Premium at $11.99/month for the following positions:
Sheriff, Undersheriff, County Attorney, Sr. Assistant County Attorney, Assistant County
Attorney I and IL Any excess premium shall be paid by the employee.
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ARTICLEVI EMPLOYEECOMMUNICATIONS

SectionA. Bulletin Boards

Purpose: To notify employees and the public of County required postings and notices.

Any required state, federal, or local notices and/or required posting notices will be posted
on Aitkin County's official bulletin boards and/or Intranet as applicable. Offficial Bulletin
Boards:

(a) Government and fudicial Center, outside the Human Resources Department located
on the 3'a floor in the Government Center.

(b) Health & Human Services staffbreak room.

(c) Road & Bridge Department staff break room.

(dJ Long Lake Conservation Center staffbreak room.

(e) Land Departnrent conference room.

(fJ Sheriffs Office and f ail staff break rooms.
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ARTICLE VII SAFETY AND HEALTH

Section A, Gym Membership / Exercise Facility

Aitkin Countv provides 510.00 per month towards the cost of a gvm membership at 210 Fitness
in Aitkin, MN forfull-time and part-time emplovees, includins elected officials, and encourages
staff to take advantage of the facilitv to maintain a healthv lifestvle. A evm membership policv

acknowledgment form, waiver and release of liability must be signed prior to issuance of a gvm

access kev.

Please be aware that while you are utilizing the gvm, vou are not covered bv Workers'
Compensation insurance. No work should be performed while at the gvm. Use of the gvm is

considered a privilese. Emplovees not complvins with policy mav be asked to leave and/or be
restricted or banned from the facilitv. Employees are expected to:

a) Abidebvall termsoftheAitkinCountvPersonnel Policvmanual anddepartmental policiesand
procedures while at the gvm, including prohibitions against sexual harassment, harassment, and
violence. Sexualized comments or actions are strictlv prohibited.

b) Utilize exercise equipment with care and in a safe and responsible manner.
c) Wear appropriate athletic clothinA, includins a shirt and shorts or pants that cover the legs to at

least mid-thish.
d) Wear appropriate clean athletic shoes in all fitness areas; bare feet, sandals, or street shoes are

not permitted.

e) Be courteousto others bv limitinAthe length of workouts. observing posted time limits, etc.,
when others are waiting.

f) Return portable fitness equioment/items to appropriate locations after use.

F) Refrain from taking pictures or videos in anv portion of the gvm to maintain other users' right to
privacv.

h) Be sensitive to other emplovees' privacv in all locker rooms or chaneins facilities, and, at all
times, treat each other with common courtesv, respect, and professionalism.

Section B, Safetv Committee

Purpose: To develop a committee as defined by state statute, to oversee Aitkin County's safety and
health issues as they relate to employees and the public.

The Human Resources Director pr designcc is designated as the Safety Coordinator who
coordinates the Safety Comrnittee. Members of the Safety Committee include a
representative from the following departments:
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[a) Human Resources

(b) Building Maintenance

[c) Government Center

(d) Health & Human Services

(e) Road & Bridge

(t) Land Department

(g) Long Lake Conservation Center

(hJ Sheriffs Ofrfice

The Safety Committee will meet on a regular, as-needed basis to review injury claims and
safety concerns brought forth by County employees and the public. The Safety Comminee
will review:

[a) Accident frequencies and losses

(b) Overall compliance with the safety program

(c) Areas in the program that may require broader development

(d) Status of any outstanding safety recommendations

These reviews ensure the continued direction of the County program. Recommendations by
the Safety Coordinator will be brought to the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners for
direction and/or action. Meeting minutes will be posted on the Intranet.

See also the Aitkin County Emergency Action Plan for Emnloyees which covers designated
actions Department Heads and Employees must take to ensure employee safety from fires,
severe thunderstorms, tornados, floods, and other emergencies. This includes tle County's
AWAIR/Safety Policy, Workplace Violence Policy, lncident/lnjury/Accident Report Form,
Media Procedures, Evacuation Procedures, Lock-down Procedures, Bomb Threat
Procedures, Bloodborne Pathogens, Lockout/Tagout, and other safety and emergency
policies and procedures.
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ARTICLE VIII ORGANIZATIONAL STANDARDS AND RULES

Section A. Code OfEthics

Purpose: To define conflict of interest to Aitkin County employees.

CODE OF ETHICS FORAITKIN COUNTY EMPLOYEES

(Conflict of Interest)

Definitions

For the purpose of this policy the following definitions shall apply:

(a) Business means any corporation, partnership, proprietorship, firm, enterprise,
franchise, association, organization, self-employed individual or any other legal entity
that engages either in nonprofit or profit making activities.

(b) Confidential information means any information obtained under government
authority which has not become part of the body of public information and which, if
released prematurely or in non-summary form, may provide unfair economic
advantage or adversely affect the competitive position of any individual or a business.

(c) Private interest means any interest, including but not limited to a financial interest,
which has not become part of the body of public information and which, if released
prematurely or in non-summary form, may provide unfair economic advantage or
adversely affect the competitive position ofany individual or a business.

(d) Immediate family means spouse, child, parent, grandparent and spouse of such
persons.

(e) Employee shall include elected officials and all County employees, including
department heads.

Acceptance of Gifu Or Favors

Employees ofthe County ofAitkin in the course ofor in relation to their official duties, shall not
directly or indirectly receive or agree to receive any payment of expense, compensation, gift,
reward, gratuity, favor, service or promise of future employment or other future benefit from any
source, except the County, for any activity related to the duties ofthe employee unless otherwise
provided by law. The provisions of Minn.Stat. $47L.87 andthe exceptions set forth in Minn. Stat. .

S4ZL88 shall apply. The acceptance of any of the following shall not be in violation of this Section:
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(al Plaques or similar mementos recognizing individual services in a field of specialty or
to a charitable cause;

(b) Honoraria or expenses paid for papers, talks, demonstrations or appearances made by
employees on their own time for which they are not compensated by the County of
Aitkin.

Use of Confidential Information

An employee of the County of Aitkin shall not use confidential information to further the
employee's private interes! and shall not accept outside employment or involvement in a business
or activity that will require the employee to disclose or use confidential information.

Use of Property

An employee shall not use or allow the use ofCounty time, supplies, or County owned or leased
property and equipment for the employee's private interest or any other use not in the interest of
the County, except as provided by law and/or the County's Information Systems' Policy.

Conflics of Interest

The following actions by an employee ofthe County ofAitkin shall be deemed a conflict ofinterest
and subject to disciplinary action as appropriate:

(aJ Use or attempted use ofthe employee's official position to secure benefits, privileges,
exceptions or advantages for the employee or the employee's immediate family or an
organization with which the employee is associated, which are different from those
available to the public; or

(b) Acceptance ofother employment, engagement in private business or in the conduct of
a profession during the hours for which the employee is employed to work for the
County, or outside such hours in a manner, that would affect the employee's
usefulness as an employee of the County or affect the employee's independent
judgment in exercise of the employee's official duties; or

(c) Actions as an agent or attorney in any action or matter pending before the County of
Aitkin, except in the proper discharge of official duties or on the employee's behalf, or
as a member of a local labor bargaining unit.

Determination of Conflict of Interest

When an employee believes that the potential for a conflict of interest exists, it is the employee's
duty to report the matter to his/her supervisor, or ifthere is not a supervisor, to the County Board.
Such report shall be made within 7 days after the potential for a conflict becomes known. A conflict
of interest shall be deemed to exist when a review ofthe occurrence by the employee or the
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employee's supervisor (or the County Board ifthere is no supervisor) determines that this code of
ethics has not been complied with.

Resolution of Conflict of Interest

Ifeither the employee or the employee's supervisor determines that a conflict ofinterest exists, the
County Board shall handle resolution of the conflict. NOTE: In the case of conflict of interest
involving a County Commissioner, the County Attorney shall handle the resolution.

Acceptance ofAdvantage By County Employee

(a) No employee of the County in direct contact with suppliers or potential suppliers of
the County, or who may directly or indirectly influence a purchased product or
products, evaluation contracted services, or otherwise has official involvement in the
purchasing or contracting process shall:

(i) Have any financial interest or have any personal beneficial interest directly
or indirectly on contracts or purchase orders for goods or services used by, or
purchased for resale or furnished to the county; or

(b) Accept directly from a person, firm or corporation to which a contract or purchase
order has been or may be awarded, a rebate gift, money, or anything ofvalue other
than as defined in Section B. No such employee may further accept any promise,
obligation or contract for future reward.

Complaints

If a fellow employee or a non-employee makes a complaint about an employee's compliance with
this Policy, the complaint should be initially brought to the attention of his/her department head in
private. The department head will notiry the subject of t}le complaint regarding the complaint
within 7 days and before addressing the complaint at a public meeting as allowed by law.

Violations

Violation ofthe provisions ofthis poliry shall be grounds for disciplinary action against an
employee, up to and including termination of employment.

Annual Confirmation

Department Heads will sign an annual confirmation that they have received, read and understood
the Aitkin County Code of Ethics Policy and that they are not aware of any violations ofsuch policy.
Such confirmation will be filed with the Human Resources Director.
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Section B. Harassment Policy, Including Sexual Harassment and General
Harassment

Purpose: To provide a work environment free of harassment in any form.

Policy Statement

(a) It is the policy of Aitkin County to maintain a work environment free of harassment
and any form of sex discrimination in employment prohibited by Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Minnesota Human Rights Act. Sexual harassment is
unacceptable and will not be permitted. Threats, threatening language or other acts of
aggressiorl harassmen! or violence made toward or by any County employee will not
be tolerated. For purposes of this policy, a threat includes any verbal or physical
harassment or abuse, any attempt at intimidating or instilling fear in others, menacing
gestures, flashing of weapons, stalking or any ot}ter hostile, aggressive, injurious or
destructive action undertaken for the purpose of domination or intimidation. Any
employee found to have acted in violation ofthis policy will be subject to disciplinary
action, up to and including discharge from employment.

General Harassment

(a) It is Aitkin County's expectation that_all employees will be treated with dignity and
respect. The County will not in any instance tolerate harassment. Employees found in
violation of this policy will be disciplined, up to and including termination.

(b) Harassment may be intentional or unintentional. However the intention ofthe alleged
harassment is irrelevant. It is the effect of the behavior upon the individual which is
important. Aitkin County considers the following types of behavior examples of
harassment:

(iD Shouting at an individual in public and/or in private.

(iiD Usingverbal or obscene gestures.

(iv) Personal insults and use ofoffensive nicknames.

(v) Public humiliation in any form.

[vi) Unwanted physical contact, physical abuse orthreats ofabuse to an
individual or an individual's property (defacing or marking up property]

(c) Work direction, constructive criticism, performance management and disciplinary
actions are not to be construed as harassment
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Definition from Minnesota Human Rights Act (5363A.03. Subd. 43.)

(a) "Sexual harassmenC' includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors,
sexually motivated physical contact or other verbal or physical conduct or
communication of a sexual nature when:

(D Submission to that conduct or communication is made a term or condition,
either explicitly or implicitly, of obtaining employment;

(bJ Submission to or rejection of that conduct or communication by an individual is used
as a factor in decisions affecting that individual's employmenq or

(c) That conduct or communication has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering
with an individual's employment, or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive
employment environmenq and the employer knows or should know ofthe existence
of the harassment and fails to take timely and appropriate action.

Definition from Title VII of the Civil Ri&hts Act of 1964

(a) Harassmentonthebasisof sexisaviolationof SectionT03 ofTitleVII. Sexual
harassment is defined as unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature when:

(i) Submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or
condition of an individual's employmen!

(b) Submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used as the basis for
employment decisions affecting such individual; or

(c) Such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with the
individual's work performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
working environment.

Examples of behavior or conduct which may constitute harassment or sexual harassment
may include, but are not limited to the following:

(a) Verbal

(i) Verbal bullying - slandering, ridiculing or maligning a person or his or her
family; persistent name calling which is hurtful, insulting or humiliating; using a
person as the butt ofjokes; abusive and offensive remarks;

(iD Unwelcome sexual comments, innuendoes, or suggestions about an
individual's body, clothing or sexual activity;
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(b) Discussion ofsexual topics, sexual practices, sexual preferences, sexual experiences,
sexual jokes and stories;

(c) Requesting or demanding sexual favors, explicit or implicit suggestions that there is a
positive or negative connection between sexual behavior or sexual compliance and
any term or condition ofemploymen! or

(d) Language ofan obscene or sexual connotation and stereotypical terms such as
"sweetheart " "slut," "stud," or "hunk."

[e) Non-Verbal

(D Gesture bullying - non-verbal threatening gestures.

(iD Exclusion - socially or physically excluding or disregarding a person in
work-related activities.

(iiD The display or posting ofsexually explicit or graphic pictures, objects or
items in the work place such as a "girlie calendar" or cartoons depicting sexual
jokes or sexual acts;

(fJ The use of suggestive facial expressions or gestures of a sexual nature; or

(gJ Unwelcome visits to an individual's home, hotel room or areas considered private or
outside the work premises.

(h) Physical

(D Physical bullying - pushing shoving, kicking, poking, tripping, assault, or
threat ofphysical assault or violence, damage to a person's work area or
property.

(iD Kissing, touching, pafting pinching or brushing against a person's body;

(iiil Sexual contac! or

(iv) Assault and battery.

(i) This list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. Other types of behavior or
conduc! which are not included in this list, may constitute sexual harassment and be
in violation ofCounty policy.

Responsibilities

(a) All County employees and elected officials are required to conduct themselves in a
manner consistent with t}te spirit and intent of this policy.
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(b) Any person who believes he or she has been subjected to harassment or sexual
harassment by an employee, officer, agent ofthe County, or any third person with
knowledge or beliefof conduct which may constitute harassment or sexual
harassmen! must report the alleged acts immediately to an appropriate County
official. (See Article BB(4)).

(c) Department Heads, supervisors, and elected officials are responsible for:

(D Establishing and maintaining a climate in the work unit that encourages all
employees to communicate questions or concerns regarding this poliry;

(dJ Recognizing incidents which they believe may be harassment or sexual harassmenq

(e) Immediately notifying the Human Resources Director or designee, or County
Administrator in writing of harassment allegations so that investigatory procedures
may be implemented. The failure of a department head and/or supervisor to report a
complaint of harassment may result in disciplinary action; and

(f) Taking corrective action to eliminate substantiated incidents of harassment or sexual
harassment.

(g) Retaliation against a person who makes a complaint of harassment or participates,
testifies or assists in the investigation of a harassment complaint is prohibited.
Retaliation includes but is not limited to, any form of intimidation, reprisal or
harassment. Retaliation will not be tolerated and may, in and of itself, result in
disciplinary action, up to and including discharge from employment.

(h) The Human Resources Director or designee is responsible for:

(i) Informing deparunent heads and supervisors oftheir obligations under this
policy;

(iJ Informing employees of the County's poliry regarding harassmenl including
providing training and posting ofthis policy; and

fi) Investigating harassment allegations and ensuring that appropriate disciplinary
action is consistently and fairly administered.

Internal Complaint System and Discipline Procedure

(a) Reporting: Any person who believes he or she has been subjected to harassment or
sexual harassment by an employee, officer, agent ofthe County, or any third person
with knowledge or beliefofconduct which may constitute harassment or sexual
harassmen! must report the alleged acts immediately to an appropriate County
official as designated below.
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(bJ Appropriate County officials to whom complaints of harassment or sexual harassment
should be made include:

(cJ Your supervisor and/or department head;

(d) The harasser's supervisor and/or department head;

(e) The Human Resources Director or designee;

(! The County Administrator

Ifthe individual engaging in harassment is an employee's supervisor and/or department head, the
aggrieved employee should contact the County Administrator/Human Resources Director or
designee. Ifthe individual engaging in harassment is the County Administrator/Human Resources
Director or designee, the aggrieved employee should contact a member ofthe Aitkin County Board.

REPORT IT-DO NOT IGNORE IT!

Investigation

(a) Upon notice of an allegation of harassment or sexual harassmen! the Human
Resources Director or designee, or someone they designate, will conduct a promp!
fair, and thorough investigation of the complaint. Fair consideration will be given to
all the facts presented. All complaints will be handled in a confidential manner to the
extent possible pursuant to applicable laws.

(b) Normally, as the first step ofinvestigation, the individual alleging a violation ofthis
policy will be interviewed to discuss the nature ofthe allegations. The investigator
will attempt to obtain the following information:

(i) A description ofthe incident(s), including date(s), time(sJ, and place(s);

[c) Corroborating evidence;

(d) A list of witnesses; and

(e) Identification of the offender(s).

Prevention of Harassment

Aitkin County will:

(a) Post notices of County policy and procedures;

(b) Provide training activities in-house;
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[c) Provide counseling or support services to victims, or arrange for such services
provided outside the County.

Section C. J!9,!ttrg!rilg.==cgurrabi=s. [eBe=!!arUsa=!r=El'Ip_bsssctgcarylls.q-_-
Vanins Produets Policy

Purpose: To provideAp. environment fJg.q.o"!"s,rl!g&9, 
=c=q{r.q?.biqr!9'b

prqducts for Aitkin County employees and citizens. This policy applies to all emplovees. applicants,
visitors, and contractors on counf,v propertv.

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners acknowledges the Minnesota Clean Indoor Air
Act, House File #79, Chapter 211, Laws, 1975, Enacted August 1, 1975, Minnesota Statutes
Q744,4t1, to \1,44.417 regarding "Smoking in Public Places."

(a) All Aitkin County buildings will be smoke-free,=qqltqbiS=-flg9.lCbA_CCS-!teSe:€lC4t@
and vape-free. Additionally,po;rsC SflbCley@els:is e!qWe.4 j_qery cqq4q{yelUcle,
equipment, or on lawn mowers or other ride-on equipment. \::::.".

(bJ Smoking cigarettes. e-cigarettes. or vaping [non-THCJ is+ptElUe4 ]eyqnd ?S feqtpf
any building entrance or exitr 9!.i!p4.v4!q=4qlp_!qqbjle!=p.t9yi49.4 Lrq. 11!!:q!rlq.\glq 4!9
present.

(c) The responsibility for the enforcement of,&!qpgliq{i9 4S!Cgel94 !Cpgpqrtmgl!
Heads, both elected and appointed.

Section D, Drug and Alcohol Free Workplace Policy,

Purpose

Aitkin County is committed to protecting the safety, health and well-being of all employees and
individuals in the workplace. The county recognizes that alcohol abuse and drug use pose a
significant threat to job performance and the safety and security of county operations. The county
has established a drug and alcohol free workplace program that balances respect for individuals with
the need to maintain a drug and alcohol free environment.

(a) Prohibitions/Requirements
All employees are accountable for maintaining a drug and alcohol free workplace by adhering to the
following during work hours, while on the county's premises, or wherever the county's work is being
performed:

No employee shall report to work under the influence of illegal drugs, alcohol, cannabis. or
controlledsubstances. Noemployeeshallreporttoworkundertheinfluenceofprescription
drugs which adversely affect their alertness, reaction, response, judgment, decision-making,
or safety.
No employee shall operate, use, or drive any equipment, machinery or vehicle ofthe county
while under the influence of prescription drugs which adversely affect their alertness,
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reaction, response, iudgment, decision-makin& or safety, or while under the influence of
illegal drugs, alcohol, cannabis. or controlled substances. Such employee is under an
affirmative duty to immediately notiff his/her supervisor that he/she is not in an appropriate
mental or physical condition to operate, use, or drive county equipment or his/her personal
vehicle while on county business.
During work hours, including rest and lunch breaks, or while on the county's premises, or
while operating the county's vehicle, machinery or equipment, no employee shall use, sell,
manufacture, possess, or transfer illegal drugs or alcoholic beverages.
The required transportation or possession ofillegal drugs, alcohol. cannabis. or controlled
substances as a result ofperforming official peace officer duties or undercover operations by
order ofthe Sheriffis not considered in violation ofthis policy.
Supervisors shall notiry the appropriate law enforcement agency when they have reasonable
suspicion to believe that an employee may have illegal drugs in their possession during work
hours, or on county premises, or while operating the county's vehicle, machinery or
equipment.
Any employee engaging in the off-duty manufacture, sale, transfer, use, or possession of
illegal drugs or controlled substances is subjectto discipline up to and including termination
of employment.
Any employee convicted of manufacturing using, selling, distribution or possessing a
controlled substance in the workplace shall notiry the county via the Human Resource
Director within five (5J days of the conviction. The county will take appropriate action within
thirty(30)daysofnotification. Appropriateactionmayinclude(a)personnelactionagainst
the employee, up to and including terminatiorl, or (b) require the employee to participate
satisfactorily in drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved for such purposes
by a federal, state, or local healtl, law enforcement or other appropriate agency.
The county, as the employer, may be required to report any workplace drug crimes to a
federal contracting agency within ten (10) calendar days of receiving notice of a conviction.

a

a

a

a

(b) Drug and/or Alcohol Testing
Any drug and/or alcohol testing undertaken by the county shall be in accordance with Minnesota
Statutes IBI.9S0-.957, the Minnesota Drug and Alcohol Testing in the Workplace Act, as amended.
Any employee who has a confirmed positive drug or alcohol test may be removed from their position
pending review by the coun$ and a decision regarding the employee's status. The first time an
employee has a confirmed positive test result, said employee will be given an opportunity to
participate in either drug or alcohol counseling or a rehabilitation program. The employee will be
responsible for expenses incurred forthe counseling or rehabilitation program. The employee may
be subject to disciplinary action up to and including termination of employment. Any employee
desiring information concerning drug or alcohol abuse counseling and/or rehabilitation programs is
encouraged to contact the county's Employee Assistance Program (EAP).

For classifications requiring Commercial Driver's License (CDL), the drug and/or alcohol testing
provisions are governed by the Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991 and the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. Testing protocols that are unique to CDL classifications
are referenced in lrefer to existing policy for CDL holders].
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(c) Data Disclosure
The county will not disclose the drug and/or alcohol test result reports and other information
acquired in the drug and alcohol testing process to another employer or to a third party individual,
governmental agency, or private organization without the written consent ofthe employee tested,
unless permitted by law or court order.

(d) Pre-Employment Testing
Applicants for positions shall be notified of the required drug and alcohol tesUng at the time of
application for employment. Pre-employment drug testing will be given after a conditional offer of
employment has been made. Receipt of a negative drug test result is required prior to employment.

(e) Post Incident Testing
All employees will be subject to drug and alcohol testing when the following conditions occur:

r an accident involving a citation for unsafe or unlawful operation of a county vehicle or
county owned motorized equipmenq

o an accident involving a fatality;
o anaccidentinvolving acountyvehicle, countymotorized equipmentorcountymachinery

requiring immediate medical treatment for any party, away from the accident site.

({l Reasonable Suspicion Testing
All employees may be subject to drug and alcohol testing ifthe county has a reasonable suspicion
that the employee:

. is under the influence ofdrugs or alcohol;
r has violated the county's wriften work rules prohibiting the use, possession, sale, or

transfer of drugs or alcohol while the employee is working or while the employee is on
the county's premises or operating the county's vehicle, machinery or equipmenq

o has sustained a personal injury arising out of and in the course of employmen! or has
caused another person to sustain a personal injury; or

o has caused a work-related accident or was operating or helping to operate machinery
equipment or vehicles involved in a work-related accident.

A reasonable suspicion referral for testing will be made on the basis of specific facts and rational
inferences drawn from those facts.
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(g) Routine Physical Examination Testing
An employee may be required to undergo drug and alcohol testing as part of a routine physical
examination which will occur not more than once annually. The employee will be given at least two
(2J weeks written notice that a drug or alcohol test is being required as part of the physical
examination.

(h) Random Testing
Employees in safety-sensitive positions may be subject to drug and alcohol testing on a random
selection basis. Employees in non-safety sensitive positions are not subject to random drug and
alcohol testing procedures, except an employee who tests positive may be required to undergo
random drug and alcohol tests pursuant to treatment program testing.

(i) Treatment Program Testing
The county may request or require an employee to undergo drug and alcohol testing ifthe employee
has been referred by the county for chemical dependency treatment or evaluation or is participaung
in a chemical dependency treatment program under an employee benefit plan. In this case, the
employee may be requested or required to undergo drug or alcohol testing without prior notice
during the evaluation or treatment period and for up to two (2J years following completion of any
prescribed chemical dependency treatment program.

fi) Employee Rights during Drug and/or Alcohol Testing
Ifan employee orjob applicant refuses to take an alcohol or drug tes! no test shall be given. However,
ifan employee refuses ates! they will be considered insubordinate and will be subiectto disciplinary
action, up to and including termination of employment. A job applicant who refuses to take a drug
or alcohol test shall be deemed to have withdrawn their application for employment.

No employee orjob applicant who refuses to undergo drug or alcohol testing ofa blood sample upon
religious grounds shall be deemed to have refused unless the employee or job applicant also refuses
to undergo drug or alcohol testing of a urine sample.

Within three (3) working days after receipt of a test result report, the county will inform the
employee or job applicant of a negative test result on an initial screening test or of a negative or
positive test result on a confirmatory test, and of the employee's or job applicant's right to request
andreceivefromthecountyacopyofthetestresultreporL Anemployeeorjobapplicantwhotests
positive for drug use will be given written notice of the right to explain the positive test, and the
county may request that the employee or job applicant indicate any over-the-counter or prescription
medication that the individual is currently taking or has recently taken and any other information
relevant to the reliability of, or explanation for, a positive test result.

An employee or job applicant has a right to offer the county a written explanation of a positive test
result on a confirmatory test within three (3) working days after notice of the positive test result.
They also have the right to request within five (5) working days after notice of a positive test result
a confirmatory retest ofthe original sample at another licensed testing laboratory at the employee's
or job applicant's own expense.
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(k) Consequences of Violations
An employee violating this policy may be referred to treatment and/or be subject to disciplinary
action up to and including termination of employment. Each situation will be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis evaluating the severity and circumstances involved.

An employee will not be disciplined or discharged on the basis of a positive test result that has not
been verified by a confirmatory test. An employee will not be discharged based on the employee's
first confirmed positive test result unless: (1J the county has given the employee an opportunity to
participate in either a drug or alcohol counseling or rehabilitation program, whichever is
appropriate; and [2) the employee has either refused to participate in the counseling or rehabilitation
program or has failed to successfully complete the program, as evidenced by withdrawal from the
program before its completion or by a confirmed positive test result after completion of the program.

(l) Employee Notilication of this Policy
The county will post notice that this policy providing for drug and alcohol testing has been adopted,
and the county will provide a copy ofthis poliry to every employee currently employed by the county.
New employees of the county will receive a copy of this policy with their orientation materials. Every

iob applicant sublect to drug and alcohol testing will be given a copy of this policy prior to any testing.
Copies ofthis policy are available for inspection during regular business hours.

(m) Non-Discrimination
The county's policy on work-related substance abuse is non-discriminatory in intent and application.
In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 3634, disability does not include any condition
resulting from alcohol or drug abuse which prevents a person fiom performing the essential
functions of the iob or constitutes a direct threat to property or the safety of individuals. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, an individual who is currently engaging in the
illegal use of drugs is not a "qualified individual with a disability" when the employer acts on the basis
of such use.

Section E, fob Classification

Classification Plan

Job classifications are shown in Appendix B.

These policies and procedures express the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners' intent to
maintain a County-wide plan which conforms with Comparable Worth standards found in
Minnesota Statute 8471.991-8471.999 related to local governments in Minnesota.

The County Job Classification Plan provides a way for individual County jobs to be evaluated
and classified according to their comparable work value. Each County job shall be evaluated
and placed in a specific classification and pay grade to ensure compliance with pay equity
requirements. The County Administrator shall provide a consistent format for position
descriptions throughout the County, and a consistent process for evaluating iobs and
assigning them to the appropriate pay grade.
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It is the inherent right ofmanagement to redesign jobs, restructure iobs, and create new
jobs in meeting the obiectives of the County. From time to time, management will need to
create new classifications to better respond to the needs and challenges ofAitkin County.
The Plan shall be developed and maintained so that positions substantially similar with
respect to knowledge and skills, supervisory authority, and working conditions, are
included within the same class; and that the same schedules of compensation shall apply to
all positions in the job class, as allowed by collective bargaining agreements.

Position Descriptions: Each job in the County shall have a corresponding position
description. The position description shall define the following elements of each position

(a) Objective or summary of the position;

(b) Essential job duties and responsibilities;

(c) Supervisory authority of the position, if any;

(d) Required Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities;

(e) Required education, work experience, licenses and certifications;

(fl Physical demands and working conditions;

(g) Minimum or preferred qualifications; and

(h) Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSAJ status.

Position Reclassifi cation

(a) Position reclassification becomes necessary when a significant change takes place in
the scope ofthe position.

(b) The County shall review the Classification Plan periodically to ascertain whether or
not it corresponds with existing conditions in the County service, and to make any
revisions, where necessary.

(D Department heads or tleir designees are encouraged to review position
descriptions during annual performance appraisals and to inform the Human
Resources Director ofany revisions necessary in the position descriptiorL noting
ifthere is a significant change in the nature or scope ofthe work performed in
the job classification. The Human Resources Director is responsible for assisting
the Department Head to make revisions. The County Administrator will approve
position description revisions ifthe revisions will result in a lower grade level.
County Board approval is required when positions are reclassified to higher
grade levels.
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(c) Consideration.forjobclassificationsthatexperiencesignificantchangewillbehandled
on a case-by-case basis with the department head notiffing the Human Resources
Director oft}te changes and reasons for the changes.

(dJ The County Administrator or designee shall determine whether a position description
substantially matches an existing classification. Position descriptions that do not
substantially match an existing classification will be forwarded to the consultant or
other authority responsible for evaluating positions in accordance with the County's
classification plan. The evaluation shall include an objective methodology to evaluate
the jobs, the assignment ofpoints and pay grades accordingly, the documentation to
support the decision, and notification to the Human Resources Director ofthe
decisions. The Human Resources Director shall notiff the affected employee(s) and
department head ofthe result ofthe evaluation, the effective dates of any change in
pay grade, and acnral salary.

(e) A FLSA non-exempt employee whose job classification is upgraded, within the DBM
classification system, will be placed in the new pay range that results in at least a

$0.75 per hour increase. A FLSA exempt employee whose iob classification is
upgraded, within the DBM classification system, will be placed in the new pay range
that results in at least a $1,560.00/year increase (pro-rated if reclassification occurs
mid-year).

(f) If a position is evaluated at a lower pay grade, within the DBM classification system,
the employee will be placed on their current step in the new lower grade, and the
employee's salary shall be frozen until such time when their grade and step placement
exceeds their current pay rate.

(g) Pay adjustments due to position reclassification will be applied prospectively, not
retroactively. The effective date of any pay adjustment shall be January 1st or the first
day ofthe first pay period following Board approval ofthe classification change.
Agreement with the exclusive representative will be sought prior to Board action
when necessary and changes must comply with the provisions ofthe union contract.

Periodic Classifi cation Review

(h) In the event that an employee requests a classification review and the department
head elects to not bring the request to t}te Human Resources Director, the employee
may appeal his or her classification by presenting facts to tlte Human Resources
Director within ten (10) working days following the department head's response to
the employee. The appeal to the Human Resources Director will be in writing and will
include the department head's response.
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(i) The Human Resources Director will review the facts and respond to the employee
within sixty (60) calendar days ofreceipt ofthe appeal. Ifthe Human Resources
Director agrees with the department head, the decision made by the Human
Resources Director will submit the facts to the County Administrator for resolution. If
the Human Resources Director agrees with the employee, the facts will be submined
to the County Administrator for resolution, and the decision made by the County
Administrator will be final.

fi) Periodic classification reviews can be requested by employee(s) ofa particular job
class, to their department head, once every 24 months when significant change has
occurred to the job.

Classification Changes Initiated By the Human Resources Director

The Human Resources Director, when he or she deems appropriate, may re-classify the grade of a
position up or down one grade after documenting the reason in writing and discussing with the
supervisor and/or Department Head and obtaining the approval ofthe County Administrator. This
action may be accomplished in cases where internal rankings do not conform to practiced lines of
authority (i.e., office hierarchy or supervisory authority) but may also account for market
relationships as well. This recommendation would be presented to the County Board for approval.

New Positions

If a new position classification is created, it will be the responsibility of management to define and
determine essential requirements and duties ofthe position. The Human Resources Director will
work with department heads and supervisors to develop the position description in a format
consistent with all position descriptions. The position description will be assigned to a classification
under the classification plan and to an appropriate pay grade in the compensation plan. Final
approval of any new position classifications will require County Board approval.

Section F. Employee Recognition Serwice Awards

Goal: To improve employees' health and well-being and help create a positive work environment
for employees, increase employee performance, engage employees, and maintain positive employee
morale.

Purpose: The employer wishes to recognize and appreciate its employees in a way that is
meaningful and aids in building a culture of continuous employee wellness and recognition.

Objective: To establish and operate a program ofpreventive health and employee recognition
services for employees, providing necessary staff, equipment, and facilities to achieve the objectives
of the program, consistent with the spirit and intent of MN Stat. 15.46.

0ur employees are our mostvaluable assets. Workplace health and recognition programs
integrating nutrition, physical activity and mental wellness are effective in reducing stress levels,
combating back pain, limiting sedentary behavior, preventing obesity, reducing chronic diseases
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[i.e. heart disease, stroke, hypertension, diabetes, depression, cholesterol), increasing productivity
through better cognitive performance, enhancing satisfaction and employee morale, reducing
absenteeism levels and workplace healtlcare costs.

1.. Department heads and immediate supervisors will recognize employees who have
completed service with Aitkin County in 5 year increments. Full-time employees who reach
5yearmilestones(5,10,15,20years)mayselectfrom$Z5@
($100 at 25 years, $125 at 30 years, $150 at 35 years), or 4 hours ofvacation/PTO time
being added to their accrual bank, whichever they value most. Part-time employees who
reach 5 year milestones may select from a $25&+.a=ble=qes=tr=!bl=qUelr=pgyfpllgl ?ICqlq Cf
vacation/PT0 time being added to their accrual bank, whichever they value most.

2. Department heads and immediate supervisors will look for opportunities throughout the
year to recognize employees with verbal acknowledgment or provide them witl a personal
note or card for excellent performance in their work or as part of a team, for contributing to
a positive and supportive work environment, and for excellence in customer/client/inmate
service. Cards are available in the Human Resources office.

3. Flexible hours for staff may be arranged with the Department Head or designee to
accommodate physical activity during the day or to participate in medically-sponsored
programs such as smoking cessation or chronic disease prevention, provided the normal
scheduled hours of work fall between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., as specified in Article III,
Employmen! Section G, Hours of Work.

4. The Health Promotion Team will offer low-cos! healthy food options in break rooms where
space and customer participation (sales volume) is deemed feasible. Any profits acquired
from these purchases shall be returned to employees on a reasonable and uniform basis,
such as shared with the health promotion team to implement incentive-based programs to
encourage physical activity or offer onsite fitness opportunities such as group classes, yoga,
or personal training, as determined by the County Administrator.

5. The employer encourages employees to engage in stretching and walking during their rest
breaks.

Section G. Emotional Sunoort Animal / Pet Policv

Employees do not have an automatic right to bring a pet or an emotional support animal into the
workplace. Individuals with disabilities may request a reasonable accommodation from the
employer blr contacting the Human Resources Director.
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ARTICLE IX FORMS AND ATTACHMENTS

Section A, Sppelrdil A, $4lary Scledule

Employees covered by these compensation guidelines shall receive an annual salary or wage as
approved by the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners. Salary increases will take effect January 1

for all positions, unless noted otherwise.

-Within Ranee Movement While on the Open Ranse pav scale, all emplovees not at the maximum
pay shall receive a minimum of a 2%o within range movement on Tanuary L. not to exceed the
maximum pay in addition to any negotiated general adjustment increases and within range
movement. This 20lo does not apply if the State of Minnesota institutes a levy limitation. lf the Open
Range pay scale is elirninated. the 2%o language shall not apply.

lanuary 1. 2023
On January 1, 2023. full-time and part-time employees will receive 50lo within range movement. not
to exceed the scale maxirnum.

LLCC. temporary. and seasonal ernployees will be reviewed on an individual basis with any
increases subject to Countlr Administrator approval. Refer to senarate LLCC scale.

lanuary 1,2024
0n Ianuary 1. 2024. full-tirne and part-time employees will receive 57o within range movement. nol
to exceed the scale maximum.

Ll.Q_Q, !e"q!p-qfa-ry.4n4 g-e4gC{r,ql -e-qlplpyeel WtU.bS lgylClved on an individual basis with- any.
increases subject to county Aaministrator ipproval. nefer to iepiraid LLCc iciid.
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{COUNTY 0OARDADOPIED May 10, m22}
OPEN RANGE 5CAIE FORJANUARY I,2{123

FLSA Non-Exempt FLsA EXemot
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Section B. SEASONAL AND TEMPORARY EMPLOYEE WAGE SCALE

Seasonal and temporary employee wa&es will be deterrnined by the County Administrator or
designee. Seasonal and temporary employees wills1pjg=alLV be p.q$ !etwqgn thSJq=l_l!_a!d-l5f1o
above the minimum pay. depending on experience and oualilications.

Guidelines:
Grade 3, Seisonai equipment Opu."tor, Seasonal Boat & Water Safety Officer
Grade 2, Election Clerk, Temporary Clerical Worker, Seasonal Crew Leader, Survey Crew
Technician, Survey/Construction Staking Laborer
Grade 1, Seasonal Park Laborer, Substitute Cook, Substitute Custodian

0ther Temporary and Seasonal Positions, including but not limited to all LLCC Substitutes and LLCC
Seasonal Staff will be determined byfhe Countv Administrator or d.esiglgg,...

Section B. Sppqldil B, Iqb Glassifjcelip,[ts

Click here to request a currentjob classification list.
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